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INTRODUCED
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1 HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 813
2 Offered January 25, 1999
3 Commending Virginia's member-owned electric cooperatives.
4 ––––––––––
5 Patrons––Davies, Abbitt, Almand, Barlow, Bennett, Bloxom, Cantor, Clement, Councill, Cranwell,
6 Crittenden, Day, Dickinson, Guest, Hargrove, Harris, Howell, Jackson, Johnson, Jones, D.C., Katzen,
7 Kilgore, Landes, McDonnell, McEachin, Melvin, Morgan, Murphy, O'Brien, Orrock, Parrish, Plum,
8 Putney, Rhodes, Robinson, Ruff, Scott, Tate, Thomas, Van Landingham, Van Yahres, Watts and
9 Williams

10 ––––––––––
11 WHEREAS, Virginia's 13 electric cooperatives were founded in the 1930s and 1940s by local
12 citizens who banded together to provide themselves with electric service in rural areas that were not
13 profitable for large electric utilities to serve; and
14 WHEREAS, these member-owned utilities have always provided reliable service at reasonable rates
15 because of their local presence and non-profit structure; and
16 WHEREAS, for more than 60 years, member-owned electric cooperatives have helped in numerous
17 ways to improve the lives of the citizens of the Commonwealth's rural and suburban areas; and
18 WHEREAS, Virginia's electric cooperatives today provide electricity to some 360,000 homes and
19 businesses in 64 of Virginia's 95 counties, serving more than 900,000 Virginians in the Commonwealth's
20 rural areas and emerging suburbs; and
21 WHEREAS, during the destructive ice storms that struck central and eastern Virginia during the 1998
22 Christmas holidays, the men and women of Virginia's electric cooperatives worked heroic hours and
23 delayed their own holiday plans to restore service to thousands of households; and
24 WHEREAS, the Commonwealth's member-owned electric cooperatives continue to represent their
25 primarily residential and small business member-owners in a vigorous, responsible way, providing a
26 voice for the rural customer "at the end of the line" and offering the expectation of continued reliable,
27 affordable service for all of their member-owners; now, therefore, be it
28 RESOLVED by the House of Delegates, the Senate concurring, That the General Assembly
29 commend the management and the member-owners of Virginia's member-owned electric cooperatives for
30 their many contributions to the high quality of life enjoyed by the citizens of the Commonwealth.
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