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1 VIRGINIA ACTS OF ASSEMBLY –– CHAPTER

2 An Act to amend and reenact §§ 54.1-1131 and 54.1-1135 of the Code of Virginia, relating to Board
3 for Contractors; tradesman; exemption; unlicensed activity; penalty.

4 [H 1886]
5 Approved

6 Be it enacted by the General Assembly of Virginia:
7 1. That §§ 54.1-1131 and 54.1-1135 of the Code of Virginia are amended and reenacted as follows:
8 § 54.1-1131. Exemptions.
9 A. An individual certified or licensed by any one of the following agencies shall not be required to

10 fulfill the examination requirement specified in § 54.1-1130 for a tradesman license:
11 1. The Board of Housing and Community Development prior to July 1, 1995.
12 2. Any local governing body prior to July 1, 1978.
13 3. An apprenticeship program which is approved by the Virginia Apprenticeship Council.
14 Individuals applying for a tradesman license between July 1, 1995, and July 1, 1998, shall be
15 deemed to have fulfilled the examination requirement if they are able to demonstrate that they have the
16 required number of years of discipline-free experience set forth in Board regulations.
17 B. Upon satisfactory evidence to the Board, the following individuals shall not be required to fulfill
18 the examination requirement specified in § 54.1-1130 to be certified as a backflow prevention device
19 worker or licensed as a liquefied petroleum gas fitter:
20 1. Individuals approved, or recognized as having expertise, by a local governing body prior to July 1,
21 1998, to perform backflow prevention device work; or
22 2. Individuals applying for certification or licensure between July 1, 1998, and July 1, 1999, who are
23 able to demonstrate that they have the required number of years of discipline-free experience and
24 education or training set forth in Board regulations.
25 C. The provisions of this article shall not apply to any individual who is performing work on (i) any
26 ship, boat, barge or other floating vessel or (ii) a single-family residence where the value of the work
27 performed is less than $250 and such individual does not hold himself out to the general public as a
28 tradesman.
29 § 54.1-1135. Prohibited acts.
30 A. Practicing or attempting to practice as a tradesman or liquefied petroleum gas fitter in the
31 Commonwealth, except as provided for in this article, is prohibited and shall constitute the commission
32 of a Class 3 1 misdemeanor.
33 B. No person shall represent himself as a certified backflow prevention device worker unless he has
34 been certified by the Board. Any person engaging or offering to engage in backflow prevention device
35 worker activities within the meaning of this chapter who, through verbal claim, sign, advertisement, or
36 letterhead, represents himself as a certified backflow prevention device worker without holding such a
37 certificate from the Board shall be guilty of a Class 1 misdemeanor.
38 C. No person shall be entitled to assert the lack of licensure as required by this article as a defense
39 to any action at law or suit in equity if the party who seeks to recover from such person gives
40 substantial performance within the terms of the contract in good faith and without actual knowledge of
41 the licensure requirements of this article.
42 D. In any locality which requires state certification to engage in backflow prevention device worker
43 activities, no person shall be entitled to assert a lack of certification as a defense to any action at law or
44 suit in equity if the party who seeks to recover from such person gives substantial performance within
45 the terms of the contract in good faith and without actual knowledge of the locality's certification
46 requirements.
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