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HOUSE BILL NO. 1616
Offered January 13, 1999
A BILL to amend and reenact § 44-146.27 of the Code of Virginia, relating to supplementing federal
funds; assistance of federal agencies; etc., for emergency services.

Patrons—Wagner, Abbitt, Barlow, Baskerville, Bennett, Blevins, Bloxom, Bryant, Callahan, Clement,
Councill, Cranwell, Davies, Day, Deeds, Diamonstein, Dickinson, Dillard, Drake, Hall, Hamilton,
Howell, Ingram, Jackson, Johnson, Jones, S.C., Keating, Kilgore, May, McDonnell, McQuigg, Moran,
Morgan, Moss, Murphy, Nixon, O'Brien, Parrish, Phillips, Plum, Puller, Purkey, Reid, Rhodes,
Robinson, Rollison, Ruff, Rust, Shuler, Tata, Thomas, Van Landingham, Van Yahres, Wardrup,
Watts, Weatherholtz, Williams and Woodrum; Senators: Forbes, Saslaw and Schrock

Referred to Committee on Genera Laws

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of Virginia:

1. That §44-146.27 of the Code of Virginia is amended and reenacted as follows:

§ 44-146.27. Supplementing federal funds,; assistance of federal agencies; acceptance of gifts and
services, appropriations by local governing bodies.

& A. If the federal government shall altetallots funds for the payment of a portion of any disaster
programs, projects, equipment, supplies or materials or other related costs, the remaining portion may be
paid with a combination of state and local funds available for this purpose and consistent with state
emergency service plans and program priorities.

{b) B. Whenever the federal government or any agency or officer thereof shall offer offers to the
Commonwealth, or through the Commonwealth to any political subdivision thereof, services, equipment,
supplies, materials, or funds by way of gift, grant or loan for purposes of emergency services, the
Commonweadlth, acting through the Governor, or such political subdivision, acting with the consent of
the Governor and through its local director or governing body, may accept such offer and dpen agree to
the terms of the offer and the rules and regulations, if any, of the agency making the offer, including,
but not limited to, requirements to hold and save the United States free from damages and to indemnify
the federal government against any claims arising from the services, equipment, supplies, materials or
funds provided. Upon such acceptance, the Governor or local director or governing body of such
political subdivisior; may authorize any officer of the Commonwealth or of the political subdivision, as
the case may be, to receive such services, equipment, supplies, materials, or funds on behalf of the
Commonwealth or such political subdivision, in accordance with the terms of the agreement, and subject
to the terms of the offer and the rules and regulations, if any, of the agency making the offer.

{e) C. Whenever any person, firm or corporation shall effer offers to the Commonwealth or to any
political subdivision thereof services, equipment, supplies, materials, or funds by way of gift, grant or
loan, for purposes of emergency services, the Commonwedlth, acting through the Governor, or such
political subdivision, acting through its local director or governing body, may accept such offer and
upon such acceptance the Governor or local director or governing body of such political subdivision
may authorize any officer of the Commonwealth or of the political subdivision, as the case may be, to
receive such services, equipment, supplies, materials or funds on behalf of the Commonwealth or such
political subdivision, and subject to the terms of the offer.

{d) D. The governing bodies of the counties, cities and towns are hereby authorized to appropriate
funds for expenditure by any local or regional organization for emergency service established pursuant
to this chapter and for local or regional disaster service activities.

2. That an emergency exists and this act is in force from its passage.
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