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INTRODUCED

983096727
1 SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 48
2 Offered January 19, 1998
3 Proposing amendments to Sections 6 and 13 of Article IV of the Constitution of Virginia, relating to
4 legislative sessions and the effective date of laws.
5 ––––––––––
6 Patron––Reasor
7 ––––––––––
8 Referred to the Committee on Privileges and Elections
9 ––––––––––

10 RESOLVED by the Senate, the House of Delegates concurring, a majority of the members elected to
11 each house agreeing, That the following amendments to the Constitution of Virginia be, and the same
12 hereby are, proposed and referred to the General Assembly at its first regular session held after the next
13 general election of members of the House of Delegates for its concurrence in conformity with the
14 provisions of Section 1 of Article XII of the Constitution of Virginia, namely:
15 Amend Sections 6 and 13 of Article IV of the Constitution of Virginia as follows:
16 ARTICLE IV
17 LEGISLATURE
18 Section 6. Legislative sessions.
19 The General Assembly shall meet once each year on the second Wednesday in January March.
20 Except as herein provided for reconvened sessions, no regular session of the General Assembly
21 convened in an even-numbered year shall continue longer than sixty days; no regular session of the
22 General Assembly convened in an odd-numbered year shall continue longer than thirty days; but with
23 the concurrence of two-thirds of the members elected to each house, any regular session may be
24 extended for a period not exceeding thirty days. Neither house shall, without the consent of the other,
25 adjourn to another place, nor for more than three days.
26 The Governor may convene a special session of the General Assembly when, in his opinion, the
27 interest of the Commonwealth may require and shall convene a special session upon the application of
28 two-thirds of the members elected to each house.
29 The General Assembly shall reconvene on the sixth Wednesday after adjournment of each regular or
30 special session for the purpose of considering bills which may have been returned by the Governor with
31 recommendations for their amendment and bills and items of appropriation bills which may have been
32 returned by the Governor with his objections. No other business shall be considered at a reconvened
33 session. Such reconvened session shall not continue longer than three days unless the session be
34 extended, for a period not exceeding seven additional days, upon the vote of the majority of the
35 members elected to each house.
36 Section 13. Effective date of laws.
37 All laws enacted at a regular session, including laws which are enacted by reason of actions taken
38 during the reconvened session following a regular session, but excluding a general appropriation law,
39 shall take effect on the first day of July September following the adjournment of the session of the
40 General Assembly at which it has been enacted; and all laws enacted at a special session, including laws
41 which are enacted by reason of actions taken during the reconvened session following a special session
42 but excluding a general appropriation law, shall take effect on the first day of the fourth month
43 following the month of adjournment of the special session; unless in the case of an emergency (which
44 emergency shall be expressed in the body of the bill) the General Assembly shall specify an earlier date
45 by a vote of four-fifths of the members voting in each house, the name of each member voting and how
46 he voted to be recorded in the journal, or unless a subsequent date is specified in the body of the bill or
47 by general law.
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