
1998 SESSION

INTRODUCED

989017260
1 SENATE BILL NO. 436
2 Offered January 26, 1998
3 A BILL to amend the Code of Virginia by adding a section numbered 15.2-915.1, relating to regulating
4 or prohibiting handguns in certain public parks; penalties.
5 ––––––––––
6 Patrons––Marsh and Lambert; Delegates: Baskerville, Hall, Jones, D.C. and McEachin
7 ––––––––––
8 Referred to the Committee on Local Government
9 ––––––––––

10 Be it enacted by the General Assembly of Virginia:
11 1. That the Code of Virginia is amended by adding a section numbered 15.2-915.1 as follows:
12 § 15.2-915.1. Regulating or prohibiting handguns in certain public parks.
13 A. Notwithstanding the provisions of § 15.2-915, any city with a population between 190,000 and
14 210,000 may by ordinance, regulate or prohibit any person from carrying a handgun on or about his
15 person while in any public park owned by the city. Such ordinance shall not conflict with the provisions
16 of other state laws, and any penalties provided for a violation of such ordinance shall not exceed those
17 for a Class 1 misdemeanor.
18 B. The provisions of this section shall not apply to any person (i) who is a law-enforcement officer
19 otherwise permitted to carry such handgun, (ii) who is in lawful possession of the firearm and has a
20 valid concealed handgun permit issued pursuant to § 18.2-308, (iii) who is in otherwise lawful
21 possession of a handgun in or upon a motor vehicle if the handgun is both unloaded and in a closed
22 container, or (iv) who is transporting the handgun legally while on a thoroughfare, through the park.
23 C. A person who engages in conduct which constitutes a violation of § 18.2-308 and which would
24 also constitute a violation of an ordinance adopted pursuant to this section shall not charged with a
25 violation of both.
26 For purposes of this section, "thoroughfare" means a major road or highway which constitutes a
27 passage through a park.
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