
1998 SESSION

INTRODUCED

985797304
1 HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 403
2 Offered February 26, 1998
3 Designating March 25 as Greek Independence Day in Virginia.
4 ––––––––––
5 Patrons––Joannou, Behm, Croshaw, Devolites, Diamonstein, Hall, Ingram, Jones, J.C., McDonnell,
6 Moss, Purkey, Robinson, Tata, Wardrup, Williams and Woodrum; Senators: Edwards, Lambert,
7 Marsh, Miller, Y.B., Norment, Saslaw, Stolle and Walker
8 ––––––––––
9 Consent to introduce

10 ––––––––––
11 Referred to Committee on Rules
12 ––––––––––
13 WHEREAS, on March 25, 1821, Greece began its struggle for independence from nearly four
14 centuries of political domination by the Ottoman Empire; and
15 WHEREAS, nearly a decade later, the Hellenic Republic won its independence and has since joined
16 with the United States and other nations in celebrating the form of government created by the ancient
17 Greeks over 2,000 years ago; and
18 WHEREAS, as the inventor of democracy and the home of much of the western world's greatest
19 literature, art, and philosophy, the nation of Greece has profoundly influenced western civilization for
20 more than two millennia; and
21 WHEREAS, it is entirely appropriate that Virginia, birthplace of American democracy, join with the
22 United States and the other freedom-loving nations of the world in celebrating the anniversary of the
23 rebirth of democracy in the country where it was born; now, therefore, be it
24 RESOLVED by the House of Delegates, the Senate concurring, That the General Assembly hereby
25 designate March 25, in 1998 and in each succeeding year, as Greek Independence Day in Virginia; and,
26 be it
27 RESOLVED FURTHER, That the General Assembly urge the citizens of the Commonwealth to
28 observe this day by reflecting on the vital contributions of Greek culture and political thought to the
29 liberty that Virginians today enjoy.
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