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1998 SESSION

INTRODUCED

989264198
HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 186
Offered January 26, 1998
Requesting the Workers Compensation Commission to study ways to expedite the receipt of workers
compensation benefits for employees injured on the job.

Patrons—Davies; Senator: Miller, K.G.
Referred to Committee on Labor and Commerce

WHEREAS, under the terms of the Virginia Workers Compensation Act (the "Act") both employer
and employee surrender former rights and gain certain advantages; and

WHEREAS, the Act imposes a legal obligation to financially compensate an employee or his
dependents for injury or death arising out of and in the course of employment, without regard to fault as
to the cause of the injury or death; and

WHEREAS, any unnecessary delay in providing an employee or his dependents with the
compensation he is entitled to under the law is unconscionable and is antagonistic to the legislative
intent of the Act; and

WHEREAS, unnecessary delays in providing an employee or his dependents with compensation to
which an employee is entitled can lead to unnecessary loss of property, further health problems, family
discord and strife, and personal financia crisis; and

WHEREAS, the unacceptable delays may be avoided by encouraging employers to make voluntary
payments as currently permitted under the Act; and

WHEREAS, such unacceptable delays may also be the result of the limited resources of the Workers
Compensation Commission, and the present case load may warrant the addition of more staff and
personnel to expedite claims and ease the suffering caused by unnecessary delay; now, therefore, be it

All agencies of the Commonwealth shal provide assistance to the Workers Compensation
Commission for this study, upon request.

The Workers Compensation Commission shall complete its work in time to submit its findings and
recommendations to the Governor and the 1999 Session of the General Assembly as provided in the
procedures of the Divison of Legidative Automated Systems for the processing of legidative
documents.
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