
1998 SESSION

INTRODUCED

988871180
1 HOUSE BILL NO. 878
2 Offered January 26, 1998
3 A BILL to amend and reenact § 65.2-604 of the Code of Virginia, relating to workers' compensation;
4 requirement to provide copies of medical reports.
5 ––––––––––
6 Patrons––Abbitt, Albo, Barlow, Behm, Bloxom, Bryant, Cantor, Clement, Darner, Davies, Devolites,
7 Drake, Guest, Hamilton, Hargrove, Howell, Katzen, Keating, Kilgore, Landes, McClure, McQuigg,
8 Moran, Murphy, Nixon, Parrish, Purkey, Ruff, Rust, Scott, Shuler, Tata and Wardrup; Senators:
9 Chichester, Colgan, Couric, Edwards, Hawkins, Martin, Miller, K.G., Newman, Potts, Quayle,

10 Reasor, Stolle, Watkins and Williams
11 ––––––––––
12 Referred to Committee on Labor and Commerce
13 ––––––––––
14 Be it enacted by the General Assembly of Virginia:
15 1. That § 65.2-604 of the Code of Virginia is amended and reenacted as follows:
16 § 65.2-604. Furnishing copy of medical report.
17 A. Any physician attending an injured employee shall, upon request of the injured employee,
18 employer, or insurer, or any representative thereof, furnish a copy of any medical report to the injured
19 employee, employer, or insurer or representative thereof or to each of them upon request for such
20 medical report.
21 B. Whenever any health care provider attending an injured employee refers the employee or transfers
22 responsibility for his care to another health care provider, the referring or transferring provider, upon
23 receipt of a request therefor, shall promptly transfer or cause to be transferred to the new or succeeding
24 provider, or to the employee or someone acting on behalf of the employee, copies of all diagnostic test
25 results, x-ray photographs, and other medical records pertaining to the employee's injury for which
26 further treatment is to be sought from the succeeding provider.
27 In the event of such referral or transfer, the succeeding provider, if given any such diagnostic test
28 results, x-ray photographs and other medical records pertaining to the employee's injury which were
29 performed or recorded within the preceding 60 days by a referring or transferring provider, shall not
30 repeat any such diagnostic tests or procedures previously conducted without making a good faith attempt
31 to use them unless there is a medical necessity to do so as certified by a qualified physician on behalf
32 of the succeeding provider. If the succeeding health care provider violates the requirements of this
33 paragraph, such succeeding provider shall not be entitled to compensation or reimbursement from the
34 injured employee's employer or the employer's insurer for any repeated test or procedure not so certified
35 to be medically necessary, nor may the succeeding provider require the employee to bear any cost
36 associated with the repeated test or procedure which would have been the responsibility of the employer
37 or his insurer but for the provisions of this subsection.
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