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1 VIRGINIA ACTS OF ASSEMBLY –– CHAPTER

2 An Act to amend and reenact §§ 17-95.1 and 17-116.01:1 of the Code of Virginia, relating to senior
3 judges and justices; number.

4 [H 338]
5 Approved

6 Be it enacted by the General Assembly of Virginia:
7 1. That §§ 17-95.1 and 17-116.01:1 of the Code of Virginia are amended and reenacted as follows:
8 § 17-95.1. Senior justice.
9 A. Any Chief Justice or justice of the Supreme Court of Virginia who is eligible for retirement, other

10 than for disability, with the consent of a majority of the members of the Court first obtained, may elect
11 to retire and be known and designated as a senior justice.
12 B. Any Chief Justice or justice who has retired from active service, as provided in subsection A, may
13 be designated and assigned by the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of Virginia to perform the duties
14 of a justice of the Court.
15 C. While serving in such status, a senior justice shall be deemed to be serving in a temporary
16 capacity and, in addition to the retirement benefits received by such justice, shall receive as
17 compensation a sum equal to one-fourth of the total compensation of an active justice of the Supreme
18 Court of Virginia for a similar period of service. A retired justice, while performing the duties of a
19 senior justice, shall be furnished office space, a secretary, a telephone, and supplies as are furnished a
20 justice of the Court.
21 D. A justice may terminate his status as a senior justice, or such status may be terminated by a
22 majority of the members of the Court. Each justice designated a senior justice shall serve a one-year
23 term unless the Court, by order or otherwise, extends the term for an additional year. There shall be no
24 limit on the number of terms a senior justice may so serve.
25 E. Only four five retired justices shall serve as senior justices at any one time.
26 F. Nothing in this section shall be construed to increase the number of justices of the Supreme Court
27 provided for in Section 2 of Article VI of the Constitution of Virginia and by § 17-93 pursuant thereto.
28 § 17-116.01:1. Senior judge.
29 A. Any chief judge or judge of the Court of Appeals who is eligible for retirement, other than for
30 disability, with the consent of a majority of the members of the court first obtained, may elect to retire
31 and be known and designated as a senior judge.
32 B. Any chief judge or judge who has retired from active service, as provided in subsection A, may
33 be designated and assigned by the Chief Judge of the Court of Appeals to perform the duties of a judge
34 of the court.
35 C. While serving in such status, a senior judge shall be deemed to be serving in a temporary capacity
36 and, in addition to the retirement benefits received by such judge, shall receive as compensation a sum
37 equal to one-fourth of the total compensation of an active judge of the Court of Appeals for a similar
38 period of service. A retired judge, while performing the duties of a senior judge, shall be furnished
39 office space, a secretary, a telephone, and supplies as are furnished a judge of the court.
40 D. A judge may terminate his status as a senior judge, or such status may be terminated by a
41 majority of the members of the court. Each judge designated a senior judge shall serve a one-year term
42 unless the court, by order or otherwise, extends the term for an additional year. There shall be no limit
43 on the number of terms a senior judge may so serve.
44 E. Only three five retired judges shall serve as senior judges at any one time.
45 F. Nothing in this section shall be construed to increase the number of judges of the Court of
46 Appeals provided for in § 17-116.01.
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