
VIRGINIA ACTS OF ASSEMBLY -- 1998 SESSION

CHAPTER 634

An Act to amend and reenact §§ 36-96.10 and 36-96.11 of the Code of Virginia, relating to the
Virginia Fair Housing Law.

[H 1428]
Approved April 15, 1998

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of Virginia:
1. That §§ 36-96.10 and 36-96.11 of the Code of Virginia are amended and reenacted as follows:

§ 36-96.10. Procedures for investigation.
A. The Board shall commence proceedings with respect to a complaint within 30 thirty days after

receipt of the complaint, and shall complete the investigation within 100 days thereof unless it is
impracticable to do so. If the Board is unable to complete the investigation within 100 days after the
receipt of the complaint, the aggrieved person and the respondent shall be notified in writing of the
reasons for not doing so; however, in no event shall the investigation extend beyond one year from the
receipt of the complaint by the Board.

B. When conducting an investigation of a complaint filed under this chapter, the Board shall have
the right to interview any person who may have any information which may further its investigation and
to request production of any records or documents for inspection and copying in the possession of any
person which may further the investigation. Such persons shall be interviewed under oath. The Board or
its designated subordinates shall have the power to issue and serve a subpoena to any such person to
appear and testify and to produce any such records or documents for inspection and copying. Said
subpoenas and discovery may be ordered to the same extent and subject to the same limitations as
would apply if the subpoenas or discovery were ordered or served as part of a civil action in the
Commonwealth of Virginia. In case of refusal or neglect to obey a subpoena, the Board may petition for
its enforcement in the Circuit Court for the City of Richmond. The hearing on such petition shall be
given priority on the court docket over all cases which are not otherwise given priority on the court
docket by law.

C. At the end of each investigation under this section, the Board shall prepare a final investigative
report containing:

1. The names and dates of contacts with witnesses;
2. A summary and the dates of correspondence and other contacts with the aggrieved person and the

respondent;
3. A summary description of other pertinent records;
4. A summary of witness statements; and
5. Answers to interrogatories.
A final report under this subsection may be amended if additional evidence is later discovered.
D. The Board shall make available to the aggrieved person and the respondent, at any time, upon

request following completion of the Board's investigation, information derived from an investigation and
any final investigative report relating to that investigation.

§ 36-96.11. Reasonable cause determination and effect.
The Board shall, within 100 days after the filing of a complaint, determine, based on the facts and

after consultation with the Office of the Attorney General, whether reasonable cause exists to believe
that a discriminatory housing practice has occurred or is about to occur, unless it is impracticable to do
so or unless the Board has approved a conciliation agreement with respect to the complaint. In no event,
however, shall the investigation be extended beyond one year from the receipt of the complaint by the
Board. If the Board is unable to determine whether reasonable cause exists to believe that a
discriminatory housing practice has occurred or is about to occur within 100 days after receipt of the
complaint, the aggrieved person and the respondent shall be notified in writing of the reasons therefor.


