
1997 SESSION

INTRODUCED

976038749
1 SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 402
2 Offered February 13, 1997
3 On the death of Pamela C. Harriman.
4 ––––––––––
5 Patrons––Waddell, Barry, Benedetti, Bolling, Chichester, Colgan, Couric, Edwards, Gartlan, Hanger,
6 Hawkins, Holland, Houck, Howell, Lambert, Lucas, Marsh, Martin, Marye, Maxwell, Miller, K.G.,
7 Miller, Y.B., Newman, Norment, Potts, Quayle, Reasor, Reynolds, Saslaw, Schrock, Stolle, Stosch,
8 Ticer, Trumbo, Walker, Wampler, Whipple, Williams and Woods; Delegates: Almand, Armstrong,
9 Barlow, Behm, Bennett, Bloxom, Brickley, Bryant, Callahan, Cantor, Christian, Clement, Connally,

10 Cooper, Councill, Cranwell, Crittenden, Croshaw, Crouch, Cunningham, Darner, Davies, Day,
11 DeBoer, Deeds, Diamonstein, Dickinson, Drake, Forbes, Grayson, Guest, Hall, Heilig, Hull, Jackson,
12 Johnson, Jones, D.C., Jones, J.C., Katzen, Keating, Kilgore, Lovelace, May, McClure, McEachin,
13 Melvin, Mims, Moore, Moran, Moss, Murphy, Nelms, Phillips, Plum, Puller, Purkey, Putney, Reid,
14 Rhodes, Robinson, Scott, Shuler, Spruill, Stump, Tata, Tate, Thomas, Van Landingham, Van Yahres,
15 Wardrup, Watkins, Watts, Weatherholtz and Woodrum
16 ––––––––––
17 Consent to introduce
18 ––––––––––
19 WHEREAS, Pamela C. Harriman, the United States Ambassador to France, died on February 6,
20 1997; and
21 WHEREAS, a native of England, Pamela Harriman was prominent on the world's stage from the
22 time she married the son of Winston Churchill during World War II; and
23 WHEREAS, with her marriage to Averell Harriman, former Governor of New York and Ambassador
24 to Great Britain and the Soviet Union, Pamela Harriman became prominent in the Democratic Party; and
25 WHEREAS, her political acumen, her charm, and her ability to bring together disparate positions and
26 personalities made Pamela Harriman a leading figure in the rebuilding of the party following the
27 electoral defeats of the 1980s; and
28 WHEREAS, Pamela Harriman's influence on Virginia was likewise notable, as she played an
29 important role in the political careers of Charles Robb, Douglas Wilder, Gerald Baliles, and Mary Sue
30 Terry; and
31 WHEREAS, the owner of a country home near Middleburg, Pamela Harriman was appointed by
32 Governor Baliles to the board of visitors of the College of William and Mary; and
33 WHEREAS, in addition to service on William and Mary's board, Pamela Harriman created the
34 Pamela C. Harriman Professorship of Government and Public Policy at the college and was instrumental
35 in establishing the Williamsburg Campus Child Care Center; and
36 WHEREAS, in 1992, Pamela Harriman was appointed Ambassador to France by President Clinton,
37 and she put her considerable understanding of the French, their language, and their culture to good use;
38 and
39 WHEREAS, certainly one of the most popular ambassadors in the often-difficult history of
40 U.S.-French relations, Pamela Harriman was able to maintain her popularity with her hosts despite
41 dealing with such complex issues as Bosnia, the restructuring of NATO, and trade and cultural
42 differences; and
43 WHEREAS, in April 1996, Pamela Harriman was made a Commander of the Order of Arts and
44 Letters by the French Culture Minister, the first active foreign diplomat to be so honored; and
45 WHEREAS, throughout a lifetime lived in the limelight, Pamela Harriman had an extraordinary
46 influence on public policy and politics of the Commonwealth, the nation, and the world; now, therefore,
47 be it
48 RESOLVED by the Senate, the House of Delegates concurring, That the General Assembly mourn
49 the passing of a remarkable woman, Pamela C. Harriman; and, be it
50 RESOLVED FURTHER, That the Clerk of the Senate prepare a copy of this resolution for
51 presentation to the family of Pamela C. Harriman as an expression of the General Assembly's respect
52 and appreciation for her manifold contributions to the Commonwealth and the nation.
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