
1997 SESSION

INTRODUCED

971829661
1 SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 350
2 Offered January 20, 1997
3 Establishing the Commission on the Commonwealth's Planning and Budgeting Process.
4 ––––––––––
5 Patrons––Gartlan, Barry, Holland, Houck, Howell, Potts, Saslaw, Waddell and Woods; Delegates: Albo,
6 Callahan, Hull, Keating, May, McClure, Plum, Puller and Van Landingham
7 ––––––––––
8 Referred to the Committee on Rules
9 ––––––––––

10 WHEREAS, although certain state agencies keep budget projections for expected growth in their
11 individual areas, there is no comprehensive, integrated, long-range planning and budgeting process in the
12 Commonwealth; and
13 WHEREAS, a long-range planning and budgeting process would allow decision-makers to project the
14 costs for the entire budget and each line-item program and to determine the overall requirement for
15 revenues; and
16 WHEREAS, inefficiencies, redundancies, and potential budgetary shortfalls are often indiscernible in
17 the absence of a system which projects beyond the two-year window of the biennial budget; and
18 WHEREAS, understanding the full fiscal impact of long-range bills will better serve to protect future
19 generations from bearing an unfair burden of these costs; and
20 WHEREAS, a long-range planning and budgeting process would assist legislators and citizens to
21 better understand the budget implications of legislative actions and to address complicated public issues
22 with a multi-year approach; now, therefore, be it
23 RESOLVED by the Senate, the House of Delegates concurring, That the Commission on the
24 Commonwealth's Planning and Budgeting Process be established. The Commission shall be composed of
25 nine members as follows: four members of the Senate, to be appointed by the Senate Committee on
26 Privileges and Elections, and five members of the House of Delegates, to be appointed by the Speaker
27 of the House of Delegates. The Commission shall establish, in consultation with the Virginia Institute of
28 Government, an advisory task force consisting of members with expertise in the relevant fields necessary
29 to assist the study. Members of the task force shall serve in a voluntary capacity and shall not be
30 entitled to compensation or reimbursement for their expenses.
31 In conducting its study, the Commission shall (i) examine the feasibility of providing a six-year
32 budget projection with each biennial budget; (ii) explore mechanisms to independently evaluate the
33 proposed biennial budget and other legislation having an impact on the budget or the projections; and
34 (iii) determine the appropriate roles of the legislative and executive branches in the state budgeting
35 process.
36 The direct costs of this study shall not exceed $8,100.
37 The Division of Legislative Services shall provide staff support for the study. The Department of
38 Planning and Budget and all other agencies of the Commonwealth shall provide assistance to the
39 Commission, upon request.
40 The Commission shall complete its work in time to submit its findings and recommendations to the
41 Governor and the 1998 Session of the General Assembly as provided in the procedures of the Division
42 of Legislative Automated Systems for the processing of legislative documents.
43 Implementation of this resolution is subject to subsequent approval and certification by the Joint
44 Rules Committee. The Committee may withhold expenditures or delay the period for the conduct of the
45 study.
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