
1997 SESSION

INTRODUCED

974191825
1 HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 443
2 Offered January 14, 1997
3 Directing the Virginia State Crime Commission to study methods for providing substance abuse
4 treatment services to offenders in the criminal justice system.
5 ––––––––––
6 Patrons––Almand, Armstrong, Baker, Cunningham, Davies, Deeds, Guest, Howell, Johnson, Melvin,
7 Moore, Moran and Woodrum; Senators: Howell, Lucas, Reynolds and Stolle
8 ––––––––––
9 Referred to Committee on Rules

10 ––––––––––
11 WHEREAS, arrests related to alcohol and other drug use increased by 126 percent during the last
12 decade; and
13 WHEREAS, more than half the inmates in local jails report being under the influence of drugs and
14 alcohol at the time of their offense; and
15 WHEREAS, over one-third of the prison beds in Virginia are occupied by drug offenders; and
16 WHEREAS, treatment of offenders with substance abuse problems has been shown to be effective in
17 reducing criminal activity; and
18 WHEREAS, several state agencies expend funds to provide substance abuse treatment to offenders;
19 and
20 WHEREAS, the current funding for substance abuse treatment and education for offenders is
21 inadequate to meet the demand; now, therefore, be it
22 RESOLVED by the House of Delegates, the Senate concurring, That the Virginia State Crime
23 Commission be directed to study the various agencies and programs that provide treatment services to
24 drug offenders, review current and new funding mechanisms for such programs including those in other
25 states, and recommend cost-effective methods for providing community-based treatment to individuals
26 involved in the criminal justice system.
27 The Crime Commission shall seek assistance from the Department of Mental Health, Mental
28 Retardation & Substance Abuse Services; the Department of Criminal Justice Services; the Department
29 of Corrections; the Commission on the Virginia Alcohol Safety Action Program; the Senate Finance
30 Committee; and the House Appropriations Committee.
31 The State Crime Commission shall complete its work in time to submit its findings and
32 recommendations to the Governor and the 1998 Session of the General Assembly as provided in the
33 procedures of the Division of Legislative Automated Systems for the processing of legislative
34 documents.
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