
1997 SESSION

INTRODUCED

974190176
1 HOUSE BILL NO. 2290
2 Offered January 17, 1997
3 A BILL to amend and reenact §§ 30-4, 30-6 and 30-7 of the Code of Virginia, relating to legislative
4 immunity from arrest.
5 ––––––––––
6 Patrons––Cranwell, Abbitt, Almand, Armstrong, Baker, Barlow, Bennett, Brickley, Callahan, Christian,
7 Clement, Connally, Cooper, Crittenden, Croshaw, Crouch, Cunningham, Darner, Davies, Deeds,
8 Diamonstein, Dickinson, Dudley, Grayson, Griffith, Hall, Hamilton, Heilig, Howell, Hull, Ingram,
9 Jackson, Johnson, Jones, J.C., Keating, Landes, Lovelace, Marshall, McEachin, Melvin, Mims,

10 Moore, Moran, Moss, Murphy, Nixon, Parrish, Phillips, Plum, Puller, Purkey, Putney, Rhodes,
11 Robinson, Ruff, Scott, Sherwood, Shuler, Stump, Tate, Thomas, Van Landingham, Van Yahres,
12 Wagner, Watts, Wilkins and Woodrum; Senator: Reynolds
13 ––––––––––
14 Referred to Committee for Courts of Justice
15 ––––––––––
16 Be it enacted by the General Assembly of Virginia:
17 1. That §§ 30-4, 30-6 and 30-7 of the Code of Virginia are amended and reenacted as follows:
18 § 30-4. Civil proceedings for or against members or assistants, clerks or sworn deputies or the
19 Lieutenant Governor during session.
20 Any action, suit or other civil proceeding, either in favor of or against a member of the General
21 Assembly, or the clerks thereof, or their assistants, the clerk of the Senate or House or their sworn
22 deputies, the sergeant-at-arms of the Senate or House, or the Lieutenant Governor, may be commenced,
23 but shall not, unless by their consent, be prosecuted to final judgment or decree during the session of
24 the General Assembly. But their persons shall not be taken into custody or imprisoned under any civil
25 process In addition, no such person shall be compelled in any civil proceeding to appear or to answer
26 or respond, in person or in writing, nor shall any such person be taken into custody or imprisoned
27 during the session of the General Assembly, or during the fifteen days next before the beginning or after
28 the ending of any session.
29 § 30-6. Privilege of members, clerks, assistants and Lieutenant Governor from arrest.
30 During the session of the General Assembly, and for five days before and after the session, a
31 members of the General Assembly, the clerks thereof and their assistants, the clerks of the Senate and
32 House and their sworn deputies and the sergeants-at-arms of the Senate and House shall be privileged
33 from being taken into custody or imprisoned under any process except as provided in § 30-7; nor shall
34 such persons for such periods of time be subject to process as a witness in any case, civil or criminal.
35 The provisions of this section shall be applicable to the Lieutenant Governor during his attendance at
36 sessions of the General Assembly and while going to and from such sessions.
37 § 30-7. Members, clerks, assistants, etc., subject to arrest for criminal offenses.
38 No Any member of the General Assembly and no clerk thereof or his assistants nor the Lieutenant
39 Governor shall be privileged from arrest or imprisonment for treason, felony or breach of the peace or
40 his assistant, the clerk of the Senate or the House or his sworn deputy, the sergeant-at-arms of the
41 Senate or the House, or Lieutenant Governor who is alleged to have committed a criminal offense as
42 defined in § 18.2-8, shall be subject at any time to be charged, arrested, prosecuted and imprisoned for
43 such offense.
44 2. That the provisions of this act are declarative of existing law.

I
N
T
R
O
D
U
C
E
D

H
B

2290

8/
5/

22
7:

34


