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HOUSE BILL NO. 1668
Offered January 8, 1997
Prefiled January 7, 1997
A BILL to amend and reenact 88 10.1-1009 and 10.1-1700 of the Code of Virginia, relating to soil and
water conservation districts.

Patrons—Sherwood and K atzen
Referred to Committee on Conservation and Natural Resources

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of Virginia:

1. That 88 10.1-1009 and 10.1-1700 of the Code of Virginia are amended and reenacted as follows:

§10.1-1009. Definitions.

As used in this chapter, unless the context otherwise requires:

"Conservation easement” means a nonpossessory interest of a holder in real property, whether
easement appurtenant or in gross, acquired through gift, purchase, devise, or bequest imposing
limitations or affirmative obligations, the purposes of which include retaining or protecting natural or
open-space values of real property, assuring its availability for agricultural, forestal, recreational, or
open-space use, protecting natural resources, maintaining or enhancing air or water quality, or preserving
the historical, architectural or archaeological aspects of real property.

"Holder" means a soil and water conservation district, or a charitable corporation, charitable
association, or charitable trust which has been declared exempt from taxation pursuant to 26 U.S.C.A.
§ 501 (c) (3) and the primary purposes or powers of which include: (i) retaining or protecting the natural
or open-space values of real property; (ii) assuring the availability of real property for agricultural,
forestal, recreational, or open-space use; (iii) protecting natural resources; (iv) maintaining or enhancing
air or water quality; or (v) preserving the historic, architectural or archaeological aspects of real
property.

"Public body" means any entity defined in § 10.1-1700.

"Third party right of enforcement" means a right provided in a conservation easement to enforce any
of its terms granted to a governmental body, charitable corporation, charitable association or charitable
trust which, although €eligible to be a holder, is not a holder.

§10.1-1700. Definitions.

As used in this article, unless the context requires a different meaning:

"Open-space land" means any land in an urban area which is provided or preserved for (i) park or
recreational purposes, (ii) conservation of land or other natural resources, (iii) historic or scenic
purposes, (iv) assisting in the shaping of the character, direction, and timing of community development,
or (v) wetlands as defined in § 62.1-13.2.

"Public body" means any state agency having authority to acquire land for a public use, or any
county or municipality, any park authority, any public recreational facilities authority, any soil and water
conservation district, or the Virginia Recreational Facilities Authority.

"Urban area' means any area which is urban or urbanizing in character, including semiurban areas
and surrounding areas which form an economic and socially related region, taking into consideration
such factors as present and future population trends and patterns of urban growth, location of
transportation facilities and systems, and distribution of industrial, commercial, residential, governmental,
ingtitutional, resort, and other activities.
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