
VIRGINIA ACTS OF ASSEMBLY -- 1997 SESSION

CHAPTER 593

An Act to amend the Code of Virginia by adding a section numbered 22.1-278.1, relating to school
safety audits.

[H 1851]
Approved March 20, 1997

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of Virginia:
1. That the Code of Virginia is amended by adding a section numbered 22.1-278.1 as follows:

§ 22.1-278.1. School safety audits required.
A. For the purposes of this section, "school safety audit" means an assessment of the safety

conditions in each public school to (i) identify and, if necessary, develop solutions for physical safety
concerns, including building security issues and (ii) identify and evaluate any patterns of student safety
concerns occurring on school property or at school-sponsored events. Solutions and responses may
include recommendations for structural adjustments, changes in school safety procedures, and revisions
to the school board's standards for student conduct.

B. The Superintendent of Public Instruction shall develop a list of items to be reviewed and
evaluated in the school safety audits required by this section. Each local school board shall require all
schools under its supervisory control to conduct school safety audits as defined in this section and
consistent with such list.

C. The school board may establish a school safety audit committee to consist of representatives of
parents, teachers, local law-enforcement agencies, judicial and public safety personnel, and the
community-at-large. The school safety audit committee shall evaluate, in accordance with the directions
of the local school board, the safety of each school and submit a plan for improving school safety at a
public meeting of the local school board.


