
1996 SESSION

INTRODUCED

965315833
1 HOUSE BILL NO. 487
2 Offered January 18, 1996
3 A BILL to provide for the submission to the voters of a proposed amendment to the Constitution of
4 Virginia by adding in Article I a section numbered 8-A, relating to the rights of victims of crime.
5 ––––––––––
6 Patrons––Mims, Albo, Almand, Bennett, Callahan, Davies, Deeds, Dudley, Forbes, Katzen, Kilgore,
7 Landes, McDonnell, Nixon, Orrock, Wardrup and Way; Senators: Barry, Earley, Norment, Saslaw,
8 Stolle, Waddell and Woods
9 ––––––––––

10 Referred to Committee on Rules
11 ––––––––––
12 Be it enacted by the General Assembly of Virginia:
13 1.
14 § 1. It shall be the duty of the officers conducting the election directed by law to be held on the
15 Tuesday after the first Monday in November 1996, at the places appointed for holding the same, to open
16 a poll and take the sense of the qualified voters upon the ratification or rejection of the proposed
17 amendment to the Constitution of Virginia, contained herein and in the joint resolution proposing such
18 amendment, to wit:
19 Amend Article I of the Constitution of Virginia by adding a section numbered 8-A as follows:
20 ARTICLE I
21 BILL OF RIGHTS
22 Section 8-A. Rights of victims of crime.
23 That in criminal prosecutions, the victim shall be accorded fairness, dignity and respect by the
24 officers, employees and agents of the Commonwealth and its political subdivisions and officers of the
25 courts and, as the General Assembly may define and provide by law, may be accorded rights to
26 reasonable and appropriate notice, information, restitution, protection, and access to a meaningful role
27 in the criminal justice process. These rights may include, but not be limited to, the following:
28 1. The right to protection from further harm or reprisal through the imposition of appropriate bail
29 and conditions of release;
30 2. The right to be treated with respect, dignity and fairness at all stages of the criminal justice
31 system;
32 3. The right to address the circuit court at the time sentence is imposed;
33 4. The right to receive timely notification of judicial proceedings;
34 5. The right to restitution;
35 6. The right to be advised of release from custody or escape of the offender, whether before or after
36 disposition; and
37 7. The right to confer with the prosecution.
38 This section does not confer upon any person a right to appeal or modify any decision in a criminal
39 proceeding, does not abridge any other right guaranteed by the Constitution of the United States or this
40 Constitution, and does not create any cause of action for compensation or damages against the
41 Commonwealth or any of its political subdivisions, any officer, employee or agent of the Commonwealth
42 or any of its political subdivisions, or any officer of the court.
43 § 2. The ballot shall contain the following question:
44 "Question: Shall the Constitution of Virginia be amended to provide that the victims of crime shall
45 be treated with fairness, dignity, and respect in the criminal justice process and that the General
46 Assembly may define, by law, the rights of victims of crime?"
47 The ballots shall be prepared, distributed and voted, and the results of the election shall be
48 ascertained and certified, in the manner prescribed by § 24.2-684 of the Code of Virginia. The State
49 Board of Elections shall comply with § 30-19.9 of the Code and shall cause to be sent to the electoral
50 boards of each county and city sufficient copies of the full text of the amendment and question
51 contained herein for the officers of election to post in each polling place on election day.
52 The electoral board of each county and city shall make out, certify and forward an abstract of the
53 votes cast for and against such proposed amendment in the manner now prescribed by law in relation to
54 votes cast in general elections.
55 The State Board of Elections shall open and canvass such abstracts and examine and report the
56 whole number of votes cast at the election for and against such amendment in the manner now
57 prescribed by law in relation to votes cast in general elections. The State Board of Elections shall record
58 a certified copy of such report in its office, and without delay make out and transmit to the Governor an
59 official copy of such report, certified by it. The Governor shall, without delay, make proclamation of the
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60 result, stating therein the aggregate vote for and against the amendment.
61 If a majority of those voting vote in favor of the amendment, it shall become effective on January 1,
62 1997.
63 The expenses incurred in conducting this election shall be defrayed as in the case of election of
64 members of the General Assembly.


