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INTRODUCED

LD5850759
1 SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 368
2 Offered January 23, 1995
3 Requesting that the Commonwealth's medical schools, health care professionals, professional
4 associations, health-related agencies, and health regulatory boards assist in educating the public and
5 practitioners on acute and cancer pain management.
6 ––––––––––
7 Patrons––Woods, Lambert and Schewel; Delegates: Behm, Brickley, Giesen and Jones, J.C.
8 ––––––––––
9 Referred to the Committee on Rules

10 ––––––––––
11 WHEREAS, the Joint Subcommittee to Study the Commonwealth's Current Laws and Policies
12 Related to Acute and Cancer Pain was established pursuant to SJR 72 of 1994 and has completed a
13 demanding study schedule during the 1994 interim; and
14 WHEREAS, the complexities of the issues related to pain management have surprised and interested
15 the members; and
16 WHEREAS, among the issues before the Joint Subcommittee is the lack of understanding and
17 knowledge among health care providers about the laws related to this subject and about the current state
18 of pain-management practice; and
19 WHEREAS, the welfare of patients who live with unceasing severe pain must be considered and, in
20 the interest of preventing future patients from experiencing the suffering that many have known, the
21 Joint Subcommittee hopes to initiate educational initiatives by existing organizations and agencies; and
22 WHEREAS, although the Joint Subcommittee knows that fiscal constraints will not allow any new
23 initiatives among relevant state agencies, the Joint Subcommittee wishes to urge the health regulatory
24 boards, the Board of Health, and the medical schools to use existing newsletters or other publications to
25 assist in promoting knowledge of appropriate pain management; now, therefore, be it
26 RESOLVED by the Senate of Virginia, the House of Delegates concurring, That the University of
27 Virginia School of Medicine; the Medical College of Virginia; all private professional associations,
28 particularly the Medical Society of Virginia; all private practitioners of medicine, dentistry, nursing,
29 psychology, podiatry, professional counseling, and physical therapy; all health care institutions and their
30 associations, including the Virginia Hospital Association and the Virginia Health Care Association; and
31 all relevant state agencies, including the Departments of Health and Medical Assistance Services and the
32 Boards of Medicine and Dentistry as well as the Boards of Nursing, Psychology, and Professional
33 Counseling cooperate and participate with the Joint Subcommittee in this educational effort.
34 The Joint Subcommittee also admonishes all of the above entities and any other interested parties to
35 participate in the development and implementation of a pain-management summit to be conducted if
36 private cooperation and support can be obtained.
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