
1995 SESSION

INTRODUCED

LD5404733
1 SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 357
2 Offered January 23, 1995
3 Recognizing the 20th anniversary of the Tuition Assistance Grant Program.
4 ––––––––––
5 Patrons––Schewel, Barry, Bell, Benedetti, Calhoun, Chichester, Colgan, Cross, Gartlan, Goode, Hawkins,
6 Holland, C.A., Holland, E.M., Holland, R.J., Houck, Lambert, Marsh, Marye, Miller, K.G., Nolen,
7 Norment, Potts, Quayle, Reasor, Saslaw, Stosch, Trumbo, Waddell, Walker and Wampler; Delegates:
8 Armstrong, Ball, Bennett, Bloxom, Callahan, Cantor, Clement, Connally, Councill, Cranwell,
9 Croshaw, Crouch, Darner, Davies, Diamonstein, Dickinson, Fisher, Forbes, Giesen, Grayson, Hall,

10 Hargrove, Harris, Heilig, Hull, Jackson, Johnson, Miller, Mims, Moore, Morgan, Moss, Murphy,
11 Parrish, Phillips, Plum, Purkey, Putney, Reynolds, Rhodes, Robinson, Rollison, Shuler, Thomas, Van
12 Landingham, Wagner, Watkins, Way, Wilkins and Woodrum
13 ––––––––––
14 Referred to the Committee on Rules
15 ––––––––––
16 WHEREAS, in November of 1974, Virginia's voters approved a constitutional amendment allowing
17 the General Assembly to provide loans or grants to students attending nonprofit private colleges in the
18 Commonwealth; and
19 WHEREAS, effective January 1, 1975, the Tuition Assistance Grant (TAG) Program was established
20 to partially offset the public subsidy that all Virginians who attend public institutions receive, regardless
21 of need; and
22 WHEREAS, students who receive TAG awards attend a diverse group of private colleges located
23 throughout the Commonwealth; and
24 WHEREAS, the first grants of $400 were awarded to 3,186 students attending accredited, nonprofit,
25 nonsectarian private colleges in the 1976-77 academic year; and
26 WHEREAS, since that time, over 200,000 TAG awards have been made and hundreds of thousands
27 of students and parents have benefited from the program; and
28 WHEREAS, with 13,000 students currently receiving TAG awards, the TAG Program continues to
29 save money for the Commonwealth, as the amount of the TAG award is substantially less than the
30 per-student subsidy that would be paid by the Commonwealth were the student to attend a public
31 college or university; now, therefore, be it
32 RESOLVED by the Senate, the House of Delegates concurring, That the General Assembly recognize
33 the 20th anniversary of the Tuition Assistance Grant Program; and, be it
34 RESOLVED FURTHER, That the Clerk of the Senate prepare a copy of this resolution for
35 presentation to the Council of Independent Colleges in Virginia in honor of this milestone anniversary of
36 a program that has benefited thousands of Virginians and has been instrumental in ensuring the health
37 and diversity of higher education in the Commonwealth.
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