9/2/22 15:48

OCoO~NOUIRWNE

1995 SESSION

SENATE SUBSTITUTE

LD5134661
SENATE BILL NO. 787
AMENDMENT IN THE NATURE OF A SUBSTITUTE
(Proposed by the Senate Committee on Local Government
on January 31, 1995)
(Patron Prior to Substitute—Senator Gartlan)

A BILL to amend and reenact 88 15.1-1400 through 15.1-1412, 15.1-1416 and 15.1-1416.1 of the Code
of Virginia; to amend the Code of Virginia by adding sections numbered 15.1-945.3:1, 15.1-945.3:2,
15.1-1405.1, 15.1-1411.1 and 15.1-1412.1; and to repeal 88 15.1-1414 and 36-140 of the Code of
Virginia, relating to planning district commissions, the Commission on Local Government, the
Department of Housing and Community Development and the Virginia Area Development Act.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of Virginia:

1. That 88 15.1-1400 through 15.1-1412, 15.1-1416 and 15.1-1416.1 of the Code of Virginia are

amended and reenacted, and that the Code of Virginia amended by adding sections numbered

15.1-945.3:1, 15.1-945.3:2, 15.1-1405.1, 15.1-1411.1 and 15.1-1412.1 as follows:

§15.1-945.3:1. Additional duties of Commission; oversight of planning district commissions.

In addition to the powers and duties identified in 8 15.1-945.3, the Commission shall have the
following responsibilities:

1. To recommend to the Governor the level of state general appropriation funding for each planning
district commission, taking into consideration the minimum funding level necessary for operation, the
population of each district, and other factors considered appropriate;

2. To distribute state general appropriation funding to planning district commissions and to
promulgate rules and regulations,

3. To administer the Regional Cooperation Incentive Fund in accordance with § 15.1-1412.1 of the
Code of Virginig;

4. To provide technical assistance to planning district commissions regarding regional approaches to
area-wide problems. Assistance may be initiated by the Commission, individual local governments, or
planning district commissions,

5. To require the submission of annual programmatic and financial information by each planning
district commission in a format prescribed by the Commission; and

6. To prepare a hiennial report to the Governor and the General Assembly which identifies the
activities and other information deemed appropriate by the Commission concerning planning district
commissions, including findings as to planning district commissions which are not complying with
Chapter 34 (8 15.1-1400 et seqg.) of Title 15.1 of the Code of Virginia. Copies of the biennial report
shall also be sent to the Department of Conservation and Recreation, Department of Economic
Development, Department of Environmental Quality, Department of Housing and Community
Development, Department of Planning and Budget, Department of Transportation, Virginia Employment
Commission, and other upon request.

7. To establish the Virginia Planning District Commission Council made up of the chairman or
designated representative from each planning district commission to advise Commission staff on
programs, rules and regulations for the planning district commissions. Technical committees of planning
district commission staff, state and local agency staff, and private sector individuals as needed, may be
created.

§15.1-945.3:2. Boundaries of planning districts.

A. The Commission shall review the boundaries of planning districts following every United States
decennial census of population. The Commission shall also review the boundaries upon the request of a
member jurisdiction of a planning district. An initial review shall be conducted prior to July 1, 1996.
Upon concluding such review, the Commission shall, subject to the provisions of the Administrative
Process Act (8§ 9-6.14:1 et seq.), make adjustments to the boundaries of planning districts as it deems
advisable.

B. The Commission shall consider the following criteria in making determinations as to the
governmental subdivisions to be included in a planning district: recognition of communities of interest
among the governmental subdivisions, the ease of communications and commissioner travel time,
metropolitan satistical area boundaries designated by the federal government, a population base
adequate to ensure financial viability, and geographic factors and natural boundaries. In making such
determination, the Commission shall also consider the wishes of a governmental subdivision within or
surrounding a proposed planning district, as expressed by resolution of its governing body.

C. In conducting the boundaries review, the Commission shall consult with the governing bodies of
the governmental subdivisions within and adjoining a planning district which is proposed to be changed
and shall hold such public and other hearing as it may deem advisable, provided at least one public
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hearing shall be held in each planning district which is proposed to be changed.

D. Upon completion of a statutory review of planning district boundaries, state agencies shall
provide for sorting local statistical data according to planning district geography for external use of
information for state, regional and local strategic and economic development planning. Further, when
establishing or reconfiguring substate administrative regions, state agencies shall, to the extent
practical, use planning district boundaries or multiples thereof.

§15.1-1400. Short title.

This chapter shall be known and may be cited as the “Mirginia Area Development Act™ "Regional
Cooperation Act."

§ 15.1-1401. Purpose of chapter.

This chapter is enacted:

@1. To improve public health, safety, convenience and welfare, and to provide for the social,
economic and physical development of communities and metropolitan areas of the Commonwealth on a
sound and orderly basis, within a governmental framework and economic environment which will foster
constructive growth and efficient administration.

{b)2. To provide a means of coherent articulation fer of community needs, problems, and potential
for service n relation to state

{e)3. To foster planning for such development by encouraging the creation of effective regional
planning agencies and providing the financial and professional assistance of the Commonwealth.

{d) To make provision for the creation of a unit of government capable of efficiently performing

functions and services on a regional basis; the cost of which can be borne eguitably by
these receiving the benefits thereof:

4. To provide a forum for state and local government on issues of a regional nature.

5. To encourage regional cooperation and coordination with the goals of improved services to
citizens and increased cost-effectiveness of governmental activities.

{e)6. To deter the fragmentation of governmental units and services.

§15.1-1402. Definitions.

For the purposes of this chapter:

{g)} "Commission" shall mean means the planning district commission and is composed of the duly
appointed representatives of the governmental subdivisions which are parties to the charter agreement.

{e) "Governing body" shall Helude includes the board of supervisors of a county, the council of a
city or town, the board of commissioners or other board or body in which the powers of a political
subdivision are vested by law.

{e} "Governmental subdivision" shal mean means the counties, cities and towns of this
Commonwealth.

@ "Planning district” shall mean means a contiguous area within the boundaries established by the

of Housing and Community Development Commission on Local Government.

{d} "Political subdivisions' shall Hackude includes the governmental subdivisions, sanitary, sanitation
and transportation districts, authorities and other such public bodies created under the laws of this
Commonwealth.

6 "Population,” unless a different census is clearly set forth, shalt mean means the number of
inhabitants according to the United States census latest preceding the time at which any provision
dependent upon population is being applied, or the time as of which it is being construed, unless there is
available an annua estimate of population prepared by the Weldon Cooper Center for Public Service of
the University of Virginia, which has been filed with the Department of Housing and Cemmunity
Bevelopment Commission on Local Government, in which event the estimate shall govern.

{b) “Service distriet- shall mean a unit of government created as provided in this ehapter:

§ 15.1-1403. Organization of planning district commission.

@A. At any time after the establishment of the geographic boundaries of a planning district, the
governmental subdivisions embracing at least forty-five percent of the population within the district
acting by the governing body may organize a planning district commission by written agreement among
them. Any governmental subdivision not a party to such charter agreement shall continue as a part of
the planning district but, until such time as such governmental subdivision elects to become a part of the
planning district commission as hereinafter provided, shall not be represented in the composition of the
membership of the planning district commission. Whenever a planning district is created which contains
only two counties, the governing body of either county may organize a planning district commission in
accordance with the provisions of this chapter if the governing body of the other county does not agree
to organize such a planning district commission.

{b)B. The charter agreement shall set forth:

1. The name of the planning district.

22. The governmental subdivision in which its principal office shall be situated.

3)3. The effective date of the organization of the planning district commission.
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{4)4. The composition of the membership of the planning district commission. At least a majority of
its members shall be elected officials of the governing bodies of the governmental subdivisions within
the district, or members of the General Assembly, with each county, city and town of more than 3,500
population having at least one representative. A planning district commission may be composed solely of
local government elected officials if the commission so chooses. In any planning district other than
planning district number 23, a town of 3,500 or less population may petition the planning district
commission to be represented thereon. The planning district commission may, in its discretion, grant
representation to such town by a majority vote of the members of the commission. Other members shall
be quaified voters and residents of the district whe held ne effice elected by the peeple. Should the
charter agreement, as adopted, so provide, an aternate may serve in lieu of one of the elected officials
of each of the governing bodies of the participating governmental subdivisions.

{5)5. The term of office of the members, their method of selection or removal and the method for
the selection and the term of office of a chairman.

{6)6. The voting rights of members, and such voting rights need not be equal and may be weighed
on the basis of the population of the governmental subdivision represented by the member, the
aggregation of the voting rights of members representing one governmental subdivision, or otherwise.

{A7. The procedure for amendment, for addition of other governmental subdivisions within the
planning district which are not parties to the origina charter agreement, and the withdrawa from the
charter agreement by governmental subdivisions within the planning district electing to do so.

{e)C. The governing body of any governmental subdivision which is a member of the planning
district commission may provide for compensation to be paid by it for its commission members, except
for any full-time salaried employees of the subdivision. The amount of such compensation shall not
exceed the amount fixed by the planning district commission.

§ 15.1-1403.1. Disposition of earnings and assets of planning district commissions.

No part of the net earnings of the Fifth and Fifteenth District Planning Gommissions any planning
district commission, organized under the provisions of this chapter, shall inure to the benefit of, or be
distributable to, any of its members, officers or other private persons, other than its member
governmental subdivisions as hereinafter provided; and exeept that; however, the Fifth and Fifteenth
Distriet Planning Commissions shall be autherized and empowered to commission may pay reasonable
compensation for services rendered and te make payments and distributions in furtherance of the
purposes of a planning district commission as set forth in this chapter and in its charter and bylaws.
Upon the dissolution or termination of existence of the Fifth and Fifteenth District Planning
Commissions any planning district commission, it shall, after paying or making provisions for the
payment of al of its liabilities, distribute al of its assets to its member governmental subdivisions, pro
rata, based upon the pepulation of each such governmental subdivision formula used to determine local
government dues to the commission.

§ 15.1-1404. Powers of commission generally.

A. Upon organization of a planning district commission, pursuant to charter agreement, it shall be
a public body corporate and politic, the purposes of which shal be to perform the planning and other
functions provided by this chapter, and it shall have the power to perform such functions and all other
powers incidental thereto.

{b)B. Without in any manner limiting or restricting the general powers conferred by this chapter, the
planning district commission shall have power:

1. To adopt and have a common seal and to alter the same at pleasure.

{22. To sue and be sued.

{3)3. To adopt bylaws and make rules and regulations for the conduct of its business; provided;
however, a planning district commission shall not amend its budget once adopted during the applicable
fiscal year except pursuant to an affirmative vote of the same number of the entire membership of the
planning district commission required to adopt the budget.

{4)4. To make and enter into al contracts or agreements, as it may determine, which are necessary or
incidental to the performance of its duties and to the execution of the powers granted under this chapter.

£5)5. To make application for and to accept, disburse and administer, for itself or for member
governmental subdivisions so requesting, loans and grants of money or materials or property at any time
from any private or charitable source or the United States of America or the Commonwealth of Virginia,
or any agency or instrumentality thereof.

{6)6. To exercise any power usually possessed by private corporations, including the right to expend
such funds as may be considered by it to be advisable or necessary in the performance of its duties and
functions.

{A7. To employ engineers, attorneys, planners, such other professional experts and consultants and
such general and clerical employees as may be deemed necessary, and to prescribe their powers and
duties and fix their compensation.
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{8)8. To do and perform any acts and things authorized by this chapter through or by means of its
own officers, agents and employees, or by contracts with any persons, firms or corporations.

{9)9. To execute any and al instruments and do and perform any and all acts or things necessary,
convenient or desirable for its purposes or to carry out the powers expressly given in this chapter.

{46)10. To create an executive committee which may exercise the powers and authority of the
planning district commission under this chapter. The chairman of the planning district commission shall
serve as a member and as the chairman of the executive committee. The composition of the remaining
membership of the executive committee, the term of office of its members and any aternate members,
their method of selection or removal, the voting rights of members, procedures for the conduct of its
meetings, and any limitations upon the general authority of the executive committee shall be established
by the bylaws of the planning district commission. Any planning district commission may establish such
other specia and standing committees, advisory, technical, or otherwise, as it shall deem desirable for
the transaction of its affairs.

§15.1-1404.1. Additional powers of planning district commissions.

Fhe Fifth and Fifteenth District Planning Commissions; organized under the provisions of this
chapter; Planning district commissions shall have the power, in addition to and not in limitation of al
other powers granted by this chapter:

1. To acquire, lease, sell, exchange, donate and convey any or all of its projects, property or facilities
in furtherance of the purposes of planning district commissions as set forth in this chapter, including this
section;

2. To issue its bonds, notes or other evidences of indebtedness, whether payable solely out of the
revenues and receipts derived or to be derived from the leasing, sale or other disposition or use of such
projects, property or facilities or otherwise, for the purpose of carrying out any of its powers or purposes
set forth in this chapter, including this section; and

3. As security for the payment of the principal of and premium, if any, and interest on any such
bonds, notes or other evidences of indebtedness, to mortgage and pledge any or all of its projects,
property or facilities or any part or parts thereof and to pledge the revenues therefrom or from any part
thereof.

§ 15.1-1405. Purpose of commission.

@A. It shall be is the purpose of the planning district commission to encourage and facilitate local
government cooperation in addressing on a regional basis problems of greater than local significance.
The cooperation resulting from this Act is intended to assist local governments in meeting their own
problems by enhancing their abilities to recognize and analyze regional opportunities and take account
of regional influences in planning and implementing their public policies and services. Functional areas
warranting regional cooperation may include, but shall not be limited to: (i) economic and physical
infrastructure development; (ii) solid waste, water supply and other environmental management; (iii)
transportation; (iv) criminal justice; (V) emergency management; (vi) human services, and (vii)
recreation.

Types of regional cooperative arrangements that commissions may pursue include but are not limited
to: (i) the facilitation of revenue sharing agreements; (ii) joint service delivery approaches; (iii) joint
government purchasing of goods and services; (iv) regional data bases;, and (v) regional plans.

B. The planning district commission shall also promote the orderly and efficient development of the
physical, social and economic elements of the district by planning, and encouraging and assisting
governmental subdivisions to plan, for the future and; . If requested by a member governmental
subdivision or group of member governmental subdivisions and to the extent the commission may elect
to act, assisting the commission shall assist the subdivisions by carrying out plans and programs for the
improvement and utilization of said the elements. The commission shall not, however, have a legd
obligation to perform the functions necessary to implement the plans and policies established by it or to
furnish governmental services to the district.

C. The authority of the commission shalt Hackude includes the power, to the extent the commission
may from time to time determine, to exercise such power when requested to do so by a member
governmental subdivision or group of member governmental subdivisions, (i) to participate in the
creation or organization of nonprofit corporations to perform functions or operate programs in
furtherance of the purposes of this chapter; (ii) to perform such functions and to operate such programs
itself; (iii) to contract with nonprofit entities, including local governments, performing such functions or
operating such programs to provide administrative, management, and staff support, accommodations in
its offices, and financial assistance; and (iv) to provide financial assistance, including matching funds, to
interdistrict entities which perform governmental or quasi-governmental functions directly benefiting the
commission's district and which are organized under authority of the Commonwealth or of the federal
government.

D. Nothing herein shall be construed to permit the commission to perform functions, operate
programs, or provide services within and for a governmental subdivision if the governing body of that
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jurisdiction opposes its doing so.

{a1) No action of a planning district commission shall affect the powers and duties provided to local
planning commissions by taw, except as a special case recognized and approved as sueh by the Generdl
%mwwmmmm&%%m&mm&gm
Gap} Planning Distriet Commission of Seuthwest Mirginka: and the Cumberland Platead {Buchanan:
Dickenson; Russell and Tazewelh) Planning District Commission:

~ {b) Fhe following functions may be assumed by the LENOWISCO {Lee; Norton; Wise, Scott; and

mmmwmmsmm%mwmﬁm
governing bedy of each mamber governmental sobdivision of the planning distriet: Fhis shall net apply
to any function assumed prior to January 1; 1975;

1. To carry out a program of small stream maintenance for purposes of environmental |
and minor flood control and to have the adthority to own and operate egquipment and own
necessary to undertake such a program. Any and al such siream improvements and flood control
measares shalt be coordinated with the Department of Game apd tnland Fisheries, State Water Contrel
Board; and Division of Parks and Recreation; as they relate to the quality or quantity of water and
aguatic Hfe n the streams affected;, or related to land resources. OHicial agency views regarding
Wmm%mmmmwmmmmm

Q—IeepeFateaseHelwa&eelJrspesﬂ . tacluding: (0 the operation of an experimental rural
%Hdwa&eeeﬂ%ﬂenw&em{u}awnkwabmdenede&ee”%ﬂmandd&e&dpmg%waﬂ}a
program to eliminate promiscdous dumps; and to have the adtherity to ewn and eperate equipment and
own properties necessary to undertake such a progran:

{b1) The Cumberland Platead Planning District Commission may assume the following functions; and
shall have the authority to own and operate the eguipment and properties necessary to carry out such

L To carry oot a program of small stream maintenance for purpeses of envirormental Haprovement
and miner Heod contrels any and al sueh stream Hnprovements and Hoed control measures shalt be
coordinated with the Department of Game and tnland Fishertes; State Water Control Board; and Dhvision
of Parks and Recreation; as they relate to the quality or quantity of water and aguatic life in the streams
affected; or related to land resources. Official agency views regarding Hmprovement and control measures
shalt be draftted and provided to the Cumbertand Platead Planning District Cormmission:

2. To operate a tanker truek water supply and street cleaning system for public bodies and industries
i the Cumbertand Platean Planning Distriet expertencing drought and water shertage:

3: To operate a program of assistance to local governments i sie preparaiion of public land to
accommodate public improvements; including site preparation for industry and recreation:

4leadpubhewatqanqudwdepmembym§dhﬁgpepanﬂgand%gemp+pdm&and
bydeteen—nganelee#een-ngsaver

eperaepmgmsﬁmdm%enefpmmlseueusdumpsandemeenwmnmemddeanﬂp
aetmmsaseleteltmmedbyteealgevemments

6; Fo engage A construction and repalr work on roads and streets not 1 the State Highway System
or the secondary system of highways:

7 To undertake other public works activities as requested by member local governments:

8: Fo undertake the above functions within other areas of the Commenwealth on the request of the
town and county oF ety and the planning distriet commission; within which the funetion is to be

The authority conferred by this subsection is centingent upen its ratification by resolution of the
governing body of each member governmental subdivision of the pLannmg district.

{c) The aforementioned programs i subsections (b) and (b1} shall not be undertaken by the planning
district commission within the boundaries of any courty, ety or town i the distriet without the express
consent by duby adepted resolution of the geverning bedy of the county, ety oF town:

§ 15.1-1405.1. General duties of planning district commissions.

Planning district commissions shall have the following duties and authority:

1. To conduct studies on issues and problems of regional significance;

2. To identify and study potential opportunities for local cost savings and saffing efficiencies
through coordinated local government efforts;

3. To identify mechanisms for the coordination of local interests on a regional basis;

4. To implement services upon request of member local governments;

5. To provide technical assistance to local governments,

6. To serve as a liaison between local governments and state agencies as requested;

7. To review local government aid applications as required by 8 15.1-1410 and other state or federal
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law or regulation;

8. To conduct strategic planning for the region as required by 88 15.1-1406 through 15.1-1409;

9. To develop regional functional area plans as deemed necessary by the commission or as requested
by member local governments;

10. To assist state agencies, as requested, in the development of substate plans;

11. To participate in a statewide geographic information system, the Virginia Geographic
Information Network, as directed by the Department of Planning and Budget; and

12. To collect and maintain demographic, economic and other data concerning the region and
member local governments, and act as a state data center affiliate in cooperation with the Virginia
Employment Commission.

§ 15.1-1406. Preparation and adoption of regional strategic plan.

@A. Eaeh Except in planning districts in which regional planning is conducted by multi-state
councils of government, each planning district commission shall undertake to prepare a cemprehensive
regional strategic plan for the guidance of the development of the district. Sueh The plan shall concern
those elements which are of importance in more than one of the governmental subdivisions within the
district, as distinguished from matters of only local importance. The plan shall include regional goals
and objectives, strategies to meet those goals and objectives and mechanisms for measuring progress
toward the goals and objectives. The comprehensive strategic plan may coneern sueh subjects shall
include all subjects necessary and may be divided into sueh parts or sections as the planning district
compission may deem desirable to promote the orderly and efficient development of the physical, social
and economic elements of the district, including, but not limited to transportation, housing, economic
development and environmental management. Hadividual parts or sections of the plan may from time to
time be adopted as they are ready- The plan may be divided into parts or sections as the planning
district commission deems desirable. In developing the regional strategic plan, the planning district
commission shall seek input from a wide range of organizations in the region, including local governing
bodies, the business community and citizen organizations.

{b)B. Before the comprehensive strategic plan, or any part thereof; shall be is adopted, it shal be
submitted to the Department of Housing and Cemmunity Development and to the lecal planning
commission {or; i there be nene to the governing bedy) Commission on Local Government and the
governing body of each governmental subdivision within the district for a period of not less than thirty
days prior to a hearing to be held by the planning district commission thereon, after notice as provided
in 8§ 15.1-431. Each such local planning cemmission governing body shall make recommendations to the
planning district commission with respect to the effect of the plan; or part thereof; within its
governmental subdivision on or before the date of said the hearing. The Commission on Local
Government shall notify the planning district commission prior to the hearing as to whether the
proposed strategic plan conflicts with plans of adjacent planning districts.

te)C. Upon approva of the comprehensive strategic plan; er part thereof; by a planning district
commission after sdeh a public hearing, it shall be submitted to the governing body of each
governmental subdivision (excluding towns of less than 3,500 population unless members of the
commission) within the district for adoption and; upen adoption thereof by the governing bedies of a
majority of sueh gevernmental subdivisions; the eomprehensive plan; or part thereof;. The plan shall
become effective with respect to all action of a planning district commission upon approval by the
planning district commission. The plan shall not become effective with respect to the action of the
governing body of any governmental subdivision within the district until adopted by the governing body
of such governmental subdivision.

D. The adopted strategic plan shall be submitted within thirty days of adoption to the Commission
on Local Government for information and coordination purposes.

§ 15.1-1407. Commission and governmental subdivisions to act only in conformity with regional
strategic plan.

When the eomprehensive strategic plan; or any completed part thereof; shall become becomes
effective as the district plan, the planning district commission shall not, except as provided in the plan,
establish any policies or take any action which, in its opinion, is not in conformity therewith. When the

strategic plan; or any completed part thereof, shall have become becomes effective in
any governmental subdivision, sueh the governmental subdivision shall not proceed with the construction
of any public improvement or public institution or with the acquisition of any land for public purposes
or the disposition of any public lands, which construction, acquisition or disposition is in conflict with
the district plan.

§15.1-1408. Amendment of regional strategic plan.

The eomprehensive strategic plan; eF any completed part therest; may be amended in the same
manner as provided for the origina approval and adoptlon of the plan and parts thereof; provided;
however; that . However, if the planning district commission determines that a proposed amendment has
less than district-wide districtwide significance, such amendment may be submitted only to the lecal
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planning commissions and governing bodies of those governmental subdivisions which the planning
district commission shall determine determines to be affected. The amended strategic plan shall be
submitted within thirty days of amendment to the Commission on Local Government.

§15.1-1409. Review of regiona strategic plan by commission.

At least once every five years the eomprehensive regional strategic plan; or eompleted parts of it;
shall be reviewed revised and formally approved by a the planning district commission to determine
whether it is advisable to amend the plan. The revised plan shall not become effective with respect to
the action of the governing body of any governmental subdivision within the district until adopted by the
governing body of such governmental subdivision.

§ 15.1-1410. Commission to be informed of applications for state or federal aid by local governing
bodies.

£ In each planning district in which a planning district commission has been organized, the
governing body of each governmental subdivision shall submit to the planning district commission for
review any apphecation to agencies of the state or federal government for loans or grants-in-ald for

betere sueh application is made make available to the planning district commission a summary
of applications to agencies of the state or federal government for loans or grants-in-aid for local
projects. Submission of the summary of applications is for informational purposes only, unless otherwise
directed by state or federal regulations or laws.

{b) The planning district commission shall advise the governmental subdivision, within ten days from
the date of the submission of the application; as to whether or not the propesed project; for which funds
are requested; has district-wide significance: H it does net have district-wide signiticance; the plapning
district commission shall certity that it is net in contlict with the district plan or policies. H it does have
district-wide significance; the planning district commission shall determing within forty days from the
date of the submission of the application; whether or not i is in conflict with the district plan or
policies: In making such determination; it may also consider whether the propesed project is properly
coordinated with other existing or propesed profects within the distriet

§15.1-1411. Cooperation and consultation with other agencies.

A planning district commission may cooperate with other planning district commissions, councils of
governments, or the legidative and administrative bodies and officials of other districts or governmental
subdivisions within or without a district, so as to coordinate the planning and, development and services
of a digtrict with the plans and services of other districts and governmental subdivisions and the
Commonwealth. A planning district commission may appoint sueh committees and adopt sueh rules as
needed to effect such cooperation. A planning district commission shall also cooperate with the

of Housing and Community Development Commission on Local Government and use advice
and information furnished by sueh Bepartment the Commission on Local Government and by other state
and federal officials, departments and agencies. Sueh Bepartment The Commission on Local Government
and such officials, departments and agencies having information, maps and data pertinent to the planning
and development of a district may make the same material, together with services and funds, available
for use of a planning district commission.

All agencies of the Commonwealth shall eensult the Department of Housing and Community
Development notify the Commission on Local Government prior to engaging in planning activities which
will require planning district commission participation. State agencies are encouraged to use planning
district commissions in the development of regional plans and services and for data collection.

§15.1-1411.1. Annual report required.

Each planning district commission shall submit an annual report by September 1 to its member local
governments and the Commission on Local Government in accordance with a format prescribed by the
Commission on Local Government. The annual report shall contain at a minimum a description of the
activities conducted by the planning district commission during the preceding fiscal year, including how
the commission met the provisions of this Act, and information showing the sources and amounts of
funding provided to the commission. The Commission on Local Government shall summarize the annual
reports in a report to be distributed in accordance with § 15.1-945.3: 1.

§15.1-1412. State aid.

A. Upon the organization of a planning district commission, it shall be entitled to receive state
financial support to assist it in carrying out its purposes. Such state aid shal be in an amount as
provided in the genera appropriations act. In order to be allocated such state aid, each planning district
commission shall prepare and submit annually to the Gevernor, A such manner as he shall direct; a
budget showing Hs estimated receipts and expenditures during the next fiscal year After the review of
sdeh bodgel the Geovernor with the assistance of the Department of Housing and Cemmunity
Development shall; subject to the avattability of funds; allocate such amount as with 11 his judgment; be
sufficient to enable the planning district commission to carry eut is fupetions: an annual report, as
required in 8 15.1-1411.1, which details its compliance with the provisions of this Act, and an annual
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work program of activities proposed for the next fiscal year. The fiscal year of the planning district
commission shall end June 30.

B. In the event that If two planning districts are merged to form one distriet pursuant to
§ 15.1-1416.1, the new district shall be entitled to receive the combined amount of aid to which the two
districts it replaced separately would have been entitled for five years from the effective date of the
merger.

§15.1-1412.1. Regional Cooperation Incentive Fund created; administration thereof.

A. There is hereby created a Regional Cooperation Incentive Fund for the purpose of encouraging
inter-local strategic and functional area planning and other regional cooperative activities. The Fund
shall be administered by the Commission on Local Government. Fund availability is subject to the
Appropriation Act.

B. From time to time the General Assembly and the Governor may designate specific functional
areas or activities which are to be given highest priority for funding, including but not limited to
economic development, criminal justice, solid waste management, water supply, emergency management
and transportation.

C. Disbursements from the Regional Cooperation Incentive Fund shall be made on a matching grant
basis to planning district commissions. The Commission on Local Government shall promulgate
regulations for the administration of the funds, including application forms, eligibility requirements and
terms and duration of grants. In establishing regulations, the following criteria shall be met:

1. The planning district commission or member local governments must provide at a minimum a
twenty-five percent match to the grant; and

2. Any project for which a grant is sought shall use private initiative and enterprise insofar as
feasible, and emphasize coordination of available governmental and private financial and technical
resour ces.

D. The Commission on Local Government shall require periodic reports from grant recipients
concerning progress of the project and the use of funds.

§15.1-1416. Dua membership authorized.

Netwithstanding any contrary provision of law, Chesterbield County, a member of the Richmond
Regional Planning Distriet Cormmission; may alse become a member of the Crater Regional Planning
District upen soeh terms and conditions as may be mutually agreed to: Ne additiend state Hnanerd

Wmmmmmm%mamqmmmm

Nenmh&andmgmyeen#awmeneﬂav%@me@wn&amembaeﬁ%%nmg
District Commission; may dlso become a member of the Richmond Regiond Planning District upen

sueh terms and conditions as may be mutually agreed to: No additional state financial suppert shall be
paid due to Prince George County's becoming a member of the Richmond Regiona Planning District:
Neotwithstanding any contrary provision of law, Bath County; a member of the Gentral
Planning District Commission; may also become a member of the Fifth Planning District upon such
terms and conditions as may be mutually agreed to. No additional state financial support shall be paid
due 1o Bath County's becoming a member of the Fith Planning District
Newmaandmganyeemmrypmwaenefmemue&ﬂaeeum%amembaefmemde
Peninsdla Planning Distriet Coramission; may also become a meamber of the Hampton Reads Planning
District upon such terms and condittons as may be mutually agreed to. No additiona state fnancial
suppeﬁ%bep&ddae@@bue&ﬁa@%n%b%@%gamemb&eﬁ%%p@n%ads%g

Mwmwé%&m@%ameﬁmmm
Planning Distriet Commission, may aso become a member of the Richmoend Regiona Planning Bistriet

upen sdeh terms and eonditions as may be mutually agreed to: No additional state financial suppert shalt

Any local government which is a member of a planning district commission may become a member
of an additional planning district commission upon such terms and conditions as may be mutually
agreed to by the local government and the additional planning district commission. The local
government must notify the Commission on Local Government of its membership status in the additional
planning district commission within thirty days of becoming a member. Whenever a state-directed
activity is conducted by all the planning district commissions, the planning district boundaries identified
by the Commission on Local Government shall be used, unless alternative boundaries are agreed to by
the local governments and the planning district commissions affected. No additional state financial
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support shall be paid due to a locality becoming a member of an additional planning district
commission.

§15.1-1416.1. Merger of two planning district commissions.

The commissions of any two planning districts and a majority of the governing bodies of the local
governments comprising each district, upon finding that the community of interest, ease of
communications and transportation, and geographic factors and natural boundaries among the localities
of the two districts are such that the best interest of the localities would be served, may by resolutions
concurrently adopted vote to merge into one district and request the Department of Housing and

Commission on Local Government to declare the districts so merged. Upon
such declaration, the commissions of the two districts shall be merged into one commission. The
commission of the new district thereupon shall organize as provided in 8§ 15.1-1403, provided that
nothing shall prevent the commissions of the two districts which are to be merged from agreeing to the
terms of such organization prior to their vote to merge.

2. That 88 15.1-1414 and 36-140 of the Code of Virginia are repealed.
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