
1995 SESSION

INTRODUCED

LD5447120
1 HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 691
2 Offered February 1, 1995
3 On the death of Charlotte Milton Caldwell Giesen.
4 ––––––––––
5 Patrons––Baker, Abbitt, Albo, Almand, Armstrong, Ball, Barlow, Behm, Bennett, Bloxom, Brickley,
6 Callahan, Cantor, Christian, Clement, Cohen, Connally, Cooper, Copeland, Councill, Cox, Cranwell,
7 Crittenden, Croshaw, Crouch, Cunningham, Darner, Davies, DeBoer, Deeds, Diamonstein, Dickinson,
8 Dillard, Dudley, Fisher, Forbes, Giesen, Grayson, Griffith, Guest, Hall, Hamilton, Hargrove, Harris,
9 Heilig, Howell, Hull, Ingram, Jackson, Johnson, Jones, D.C., Jones, J.C., Katzen, Keating, Kidd,

10 Kilgore, Marshall, May, Mayer, McClure, McDonnell, Melvin, Miller, Mims, Moore, Morgan, Moss,
11 Murphy, Nelms, Newman, Nixon, O'Brien, Orrock, Parrish, Phillips, Plum, Puller, Purkey, Putney,
12 Reid, Reynolds, Rhodes, Robinson, Rollison, Ruff, Scott, Sherwood, Shuler, Spruill, Stump, Tata,
13 Thomas, Van Landingham, Van Yahres, Wagner, Wardrup, Watkins, Way, Wilkins and Woodrum;
14 Senators: Andrews, Barry, Bell, Benedetti, Calhoun, Chichester, Colgan, Cross, Earley, Gartlan,
15 Goode, Hawkins, Holland, C.A., Holland, E.M., Holland, R.J., Houck, Howell, Lambert, Lucas,
16 Marsh, Martin, Marye, Maxwell, Miller, K.G., Miller, Y.B., Nolen, Norment, Potts, Quayle, Reasor,
17 Robb, Saslaw, Schewel, Stolle, Stosch, Trumbo, Waddell, Walker, Wampler and Woods
18 ––––––––––
19 Consent to introduce
20 ––––––––––
21 WHEREAS, Charlotte Milton Caldwell Giesen, a pioneering member of the General Assembly
22 and the Radford City Council, died on January 28, 1995; and
23 WHEREAS, a graduate of Radford State Teachers College and a member of the Radford
24 College Board of Visitors from 1970 to 1978, Charlotte Giesen became the first woman elected
25 to the Radford City Council in 1954; and
26 WHEREAS, in 1957, Charlotte Giesen was elected to the House of Delegates, representing the
27 City of Radford and Montgomery County; and
28 WHEREAS, Charlotte Giesen, the first Republican woman elected to the House of Delegates,
29 won reelection in 1959, running on a platform that included reinstituting compulsory education,
30 requiring inoculations against polio, imposing mandatory jail sentences on drunk drivers, and
31 requiring government to conduct its business in open meetings; and
32 WHEREAS, many of Charlotte Giesen's public positions were considered progressive at the
33 time, including her opposition to Virginia's policy of "massive resistance" and her championing
34 of the role of women in politics; and
35 WHEREAS, in 1962, Charlotte Giesen returned to the Radford City Council, serving with
36 distinction from 1962 to 1966; and
37 WHEREAS, Charlotte Giesen was also the women's editor for the Radford News Journal for
38 many years and was the editor of the original Montgomery News Messenger; and
39 WHEREAS, among her many honors, Charlotte Giesen was voted Radford Woman of the Year
40 by the Business and Professional Women's Association and was elected Outstanding Citizen in
41 1960 by the Veterans of Foreign Wars; and
42 WHEREAS, in an extraordinarily full and active life, Charlotte Giesen served her constituents
43 with vigor and integrity, played a pioneering role in the political history of Radford and the
44 Commonwealth, and leaves a lasting legacy of service, dedication, and accomplishment; now,
45 therefore, be it
46 RESOLVED by the House of Delegates, the Senate concurring, That the General Assembly note
47 with sadness the passing of Charlotte Milton Caldwell Giesen; and, be it
48 RESOLVED FURTHER, That the Clerk of the House of Delegates prepare a copy of this
49 resolution for presentation to the family of Charlotte Giesen as an expression of the high
50 regard in which her memory is held by the members of the General Assembly and the citizens
51 of Virginia.
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