
1995 SESSION

INTRODUCED

LD5813388
1 HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 437
2 Offered January 16, 1995
3 Establishing a joint subcommittee to study certain emergency medical services training and governance
4 issues.
5 ––––––––––
6 Patrons––Orrock, Abbitt, Albo, Armstrong, Baker, Callahan, Crouch, Davies, Deeds, Dickinson, Fisher,
7 Hamilton, Hargrove, May, Moore, Morgan, Murphy, Nixon, Phillips, Reynolds, Thomas, Wagner and
8 Wilkins; Senators: Barry, Bell, Chichester, Colgan, Cross, Earley, Goode, Holland, C.A., Holland,
9 R.J., Marsh, Martin, Maxwell, Miller, K.G., Nolen, Quayle, Reasor, Robb, Saslaw, Schewel, Stosch,

10 Waddell, Wampler and Woods
11 ––––––––––
12 Referred to Committee on Rules
13 ––––––––––
14 WHEREAS, the people of Virginia are fortunate to have an emergency medical services system
15 which has received national recognition for excellence; and
16 WHEREAS, over the years, the funding, staffing, and training of emergency medical services have
17 been, at various times, important issues, e.g., although additional funds were provided within recent
18 years through the "Two-For-Life" program, disagreement continues on the proper and most appropriate
19 use of these funds; and
20 WHEREAS, although certain densely populated areas have switched to paid or municipally operated
21 emergency medical services, the majority of rural areas and many urban areas are still primarily served
22 by volunteer squads; and
23 WHEREAS, in this mobile and fluid society, with its ubiquitous automobiles, many sparsely
24 populated rural areas are heavily traveled, resulting in increased need for emergency services; and
25 WHEREAS, although training is essential to the well-being of the emergency medical services
26 system in this Commonwealth, there is disagreement among emergency medical services personnel about
27 the rigor and frequency of and access to necessary training; and
28 WHEREAS, recently controversy has occurred within the EMS community concerning the
29 governance of the emergency medical services system, specifically the size and composition of the
30 Advisory Board; and
31 WHEREAS, high morale, good communications, reasonable compromise, and strong cooperation are
32 vital ingredients for the maintenance of the quality and efficiency of Virginia's emergency medical
33 services system; now, therefore, be it
34 RESOLVED, by the House of Delegates, the Senate concurring, That a joint subcommittee be
35 established to study certain emergency medical services training and governance issues. In its
36 deliberations, the joint subcommittee shall examine (i) the composition, size, appropriate membership,
37 and proper role of the State Emergency Medical Services Advisory Board established pursuant to
38 § 32.1-114 of the Code of Virginia; (ii) the distribution, uses, and sufficiency of the "Two-for-Life"
39 Fund established pursuant to subdivision 13 of § 46.2-694 of the Code of Virginia; (iii) law and
40 regulations governing emergency medical services in Virginia; (iv) availability, access, and substance of
41 EMS training courses; (v) methods to resolve conflicts within and among the various sectors of the EMS
42 community; (vi) the adequacy of emergency medical services throughout the Commonwealth; and (vii)
43 any other relevant issues related to the Virginia emergency medical services system.
44 The joint subcommittee shall consist of thirteen members as follows: five members of the House of
45 Delegates to be appointed by the Speaker of the House; four members of the Senate to be appointed by
46 the Senate Committee on Privileges and Elections; and four citizen members to be appointed by the
47 Governor, one representative of each of the following groups: the Virginia Association of Volunteer
48 Rescue Squads, the Virginia regional emergency medical services councils; public safety agencies
49 providing emergency medical services; and a certified EMS volunteer currently working with a rescue
50 squad.
51 The Division of legislative Services shall provide staff support for the study. All agencies of the
52 Commonwealth shall provide assistance to the joint subcommittee upon request.
53 The joint subcommittee shall complete its work in time to submit its findings and recommendations
54 to the Governor and the 1996 Session of the General Assembly as provided in the procedures of the
55 Division of Legislative Automated Systems for the processing of legislative documents.
56 The direct costs of this study shall not exceed $8,750.
57 Implementation of this resolution is subject to subsequent approval and certification by the Joint
58 Rules Committee. The Committee may withhold expenditures or delay the period for the conduct of the
59 study.
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