
1995 SESSION

INTRODUCED

LD6203442
1 HOUSE BILL NO. 1767
2 Offered January 18, 1995
3 A BILL to amend and reenact § 53.1-203 of the Code of Virginia, relating to felonies by prisoners;
4 penalty.
5 ––––––––––
6 Patrons––Ruff, Albo, Baker, Crouch, Dudley, Hamilton, Howell, Ingram, Johnson, Katzen, Kidd,
7 McDonnell, Mims, Newman, Reynolds, Sherwood, Stump and Way; Senator: Holland, R.J.
8 ––––––––––
9 Referred to Committee on Roads and Internal Navigation

10 ––––––––––
11 Be it enacted by the General Assembly of Virginia:
12 1. That § 53.1-203 of the Code of Virginia is amended and reenacted as follows:
13 § 53.1-203. Felonies by prisoners; penalties.
14 It shall be unlawful for a prisoner in a state, local or community correctional facility or in the
15 custody of an employee thereof to:
16 1. Escape from a correctional facility or from any person in charge of such prisoner;
17 2. Willfully break, cut or damage any building, furniture, fixture or fastening of such facility, motor
18 vehicle or any part thereof for the purpose of escaping, aiding any other prisoner to escape therefrom or
19 rendering such facility or motor vehicle less safe or secure as a place of confinement or transportation;
20 3. Make, procure, secrete or have in his possession any instrument, tool or other thing for the
21 purpose of escaping from or aiding another to escape from a correctional facility or employee thereof;
22 4. Make, procure, secrete or have in his possession a knife, instrument, tool or other thing not
23 authorized by the superintendent or sheriff which is capable of causing death or bodily injury;
24 5. Procure, sell, secrete or have in his possession any chemical compound which he has not lawfully
25 received;
26 6. Procure, sell, secrete or have in his possession a controlled substance classified in Schedule III of
27 the Drug Control Act (§ 54.1-3400 et seq.) or marijuana;
28 7. Introduce into a correctional facility or have in his possession firearms or ammunition for
29 firearms;
30 8. Willfully burn or destroy by use of any explosive device or substance, in whole or in part, or
31 cause to be so burned or destroyed, any personal property, within any correctional facility; or
32 9. Conspire with another prisoner or other prisoners to commit any of the foregoing acts.
33 For violation of any of the provisions of this section, except subdivision 6, the prisoner shall be
34 guilty of a Class 6 felony. For a violation of subdivision 6, he shall be guilty of a Class 5 felony. If the
35 violation is of subdivision 1 of this section and the escapee is a felon, he shall be sentenced to a
36 minimum of one year's confinement, which sentence shall not be suspended, in whole or in part, nor
37 served concurrently with any other sentence. The prisoner shall, upon conviction of escape, immediately
38 commence to serve such escape sentence, and he shall not be eligible for parole during such period. Any
39 prisoner sentenced to life imprisonment who escapes shall not be eligible for parole. No part of the time
40 served for escape shall be credited for the purpose of parole toward the sentence or sentences, the
41 service of which is interrupted for service of the escape sentence, nor shall it be credited for such
42 purpose toward any other sentence.
43 2. That the provisions of this act may result in a net increase in periods of imprisonment in state
44 correctional facilities. Pursuant to § 30-19.1:4, the estimated amount of the necessary appropriation
45 is $0.00.
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