
1994 SESSION

ENGROSSED

LD0946661
1 HOUSE BILL NO. 26
2 House Amendments in [ ] –– February 11, 1994
3 A BILL to amend and reenact § 15.1-729 of the Code of Virginia, relating to county board powers.
4 ––––––––––
5 Patron––Callahan
6 ––––––––––
7 Referred to Committee on Counties, Cities and Towns
8 ––––––––––
9 Be it enacted by the General Assembly of Virginia:

10 1. That § 15.1-729 of the Code of Virginia is amended and reenacted as follows:
11 § 15.1-729. Powers of county vested in board of supervisors; membership, election, terms, etc., of
12 board; vacancies; powers of chairman.
13 The powers of the county as a body politic and corporate shall be vested in an urban county board
14 of supervisors, to consist of one member from each district of such county to be known as the board of
15 supervisors. Each member shall be a qualified voter of his district and shall be elected by the qualified
16 voters thereof. In addition to the above members of the board of supervisors, there shall be elected a
17 county chairman who shall be a qualified voter of the county and shall be elected by the qualified voters
18 thereof. The county chairman shall be the chairman of the board of supervisors and preside at the
19 meetings thereof. The chairman shall represent the county at official functions and ceremonial events.
20 The chairman shall have all rights, privileges, and duties of other members of the board and such other,
21 not in conflict with this article, as the board may prescribe. No person may be a candidate for county
22 chairman at the same time he is a candidate for membership on the county board from any district of
23 the county. A quorum shall consist of a majority of the board of supervisors and the chairman shall be
24 included and counted.
25 The county chairman shall be the chairman of the board of supervisors and preside at the meetings
26 thereof. The chairman shall represent the county at official functions and ceremonial events. The
27 chairman shall have all rights, privileges, and duties of other members of the board and such others,
28 not in conflict with this article, as the board may prescribe. In addition, the chairman shall have the
29 power to (i) call special meetings of the board in accordance with the procedures and restrictions of
30 § 15.1-538, mutatis mutandis; (ii) set the agenda for the meetings of the board; however, any such
31 agenda may be modified by an affirmative vote of the board; (iii) appoint county representatives to
32 regional boards, authorities and commissions [ , ] which are authorized in advance by the board;
33 however, any such appointment shall be subject to revocation by an affirmative vote of a majority of all
34 members elected to the board acting within the thirty-day period following that appointment; and (iv)
35 create and appoint committees of the board and name presiding members of such committees as
36 authorized by the board; however, any such committee or appointment shall be subject to revocation by
37 an affirmative vote of a majority of all members elected to the board.
38 At the first meeting at the beginning of its term and any time thereafter when necessary, the board of
39 supervisors shall elect a vice-chairman from its membership who shall perform the duties of the
40 chairman in his absence.
41 The supervisors and chairman first elected under the provisions of this chapter shall hold office until
42 January 1 following the next regular election provided by general law for the election of supervisors. At
43 such election their successors shall be elected for terms of four years each.
44 In the event that the number of districts in any such county shall be increased by redistricting or
45 otherwise subsequent to a general election for supervisors under such form of government, and such
46 supervisors shall have taken office, then, in such event, the urban county board of supervisors shall
47 adopt a resolution requesting a judge of the circuit court of such county to call a special election for an
48 additional supervisor or supervisors in accordance with the increase in the number of districts, such
49 additional supervisor or supervisors to be elected from the county at large and such election shall be
50 held within forty-five days from the date of such request. The qualifications of candidates and the
51 election shall be as at general law applying to special elections. Any supervisor or supervisors thereby
52 elected shall hold office until January 1 following the next regular election provided by general law for
53 the election of members of the board of supervisors, and at the next regular election all supervisors of
54 any such county shall be elected from districts as provided by law.
55 In the event a vacancy occurs on the urban county board of supervisors, the chief judge of the circuit
56 court of such county shall call a special election, in the district, if the vacancy be of a district
57 supervisor, or in the county at large if the vacancy be of the chairman, to be held not less than 30 nor
58 more than 90 days of the occurrence of the vacancy; provided that if the vacancy occurs within 150
59 days prior to a general election, such special election may be held on the general election day; and
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60 provided further that if any such vacancy occur within 120 days prior to the date of a regular election
61 for the board of supervisors, such vacancy shall be filled by appointment by the remaining members of
62 such board within 7 days of the occurrence of such vacancy, which appointment shall be for the
63 duration of the term of office of the person whose absence from such board occasioned such vacancy.
64 The qualification of candidates and the election shall be otherwise as at general law applying to special
65 elections.


