
Department of Planning and Budget 
2021 Fiscal Impact Statement 

 

1. Bill Number:   HB2079ER 

 House of Origin  Introduced  Substitute  Engrossed  

 Second House  In Committee    Substitute  Enrolled 
 

2. Patron: Rasoul 

 

3.  Committee: Passed both Houses. 

 

4. Title: Pharmacists; initiation of treatment; certain drugs and devices. 

 

5. Summary:  Expands provisions governing the initiation of treatment with and dispensing 

and administering of drugs and devices by pharmacists to allow the initiation of treatment 

with and dispensing and administering of drugs, devices, and controlled paraphernalia to 

persons 18 years of age or older, in accordance with protocols developed by the Board of 

Pharmacy in collaboration with the Board of Medicine and the Department of Health, and of 

(i) vaccines included on the Immunization Schedule published by the Centers for Disease 

Control and Prevention; (ii) tuberculin purified protein derivative for tuberculosis testing; 

(iii) controlled substances for the prevention of human immunodeficiency virus, including 

controlled substances prescribed for pre-exposure and post-exposure prophylaxis pursuant to 

guidelines and recommendations of the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention; and (iv) 

drugs, devices, controlled paraphernalia, and other supplies and equipment available over-

the-counter, covered by the patient's health carrier when the patient's out-of-pocket cost is 

lower than the out-of-pocket cost to purchase an over-the-counter equivalent of the same 

drug, device, controlled paraphernalia, or other supplies or equipment. The bill requires any 

pharmacist who administers a vaccination pursuant to clause (i) to report such administration 

to the Virginia Immunization Information System. The bill also (a) requires the Board of 

Pharmacy, in collaboration with the Board of Medicine and the Department of Health, to 

establish protocols for the initiation of treatment with and dispensing and administering of 

drugs, devices, and controlled paraphernalia by pharmacists in accordance with the 

provisions of the bill by November 1, 2021; (b) requires the Board of Pharmacy, in 

collaboration with the Board of Medicine, to adopt regulations within 280 days of the bill's 

enactment to implement the provisions of the bill; and (c) requires the Board of Pharmacy to 

convene a work group composed of equal number of representatives of the Boards of 

Pharmacy and Medicine and other stakeholders to provide recommendations regarding the 

developing of protocols for the initiation of treatment with and dispensing and administering 

of certain drugs and devices by pharmacists to persons 18 years of age or older. 

 

6. Budget Amendment Necessary:  No. 

  

7. No Fiscal Impact. 

 



8. Fiscal Implications:  This bill, as amended, would not have a fiscal impact on the 

Commonwealth. Any increase in workload on the Boards can be absorbed within existing 

resources. 

 

9. Specific Agency or Political Subdivisions Affected:  Department of Health Professions. 

  

10. Technical Amendment Necessary:  No. 

  

11. Other Comments:  None. 


