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Department of Planning and Budget
2021 Fiscal Impact Statement

Bill Number: HB2241
House of Origin  [X| Introduced [] Substitute [] Engrossed
Second House [] InCommittee [ | Substitute [ ] Enrolled

Patron: LaRock

3. Committee: Committee Referral Pending

4.

5.

Title: Unborn child protection from dismemberment abortion; penalties.

Summary: Prohibits the practice of dismemberment abortion, which is defined in the bill as
meaning to, with the purpose of causing the death of an unborn child, purposely dismember a
living unborn child and extract him one piece at a time from the uterus through the use of
clamps, grasping forceps, tongs, scissors, or any other instrument that, through the
convergence of two rigid levers, slice, crush, or grasp a portion of the unborn child's body to
cut or rip such portion of the unborn child's body. The term does not include an abortion that
uses suction to dismember the body of an unborn child by sucking fetal parts into a collection
container, but it does include an abortion in which a dismemberment abortion is used to
cause the death of an unborn child but suction is subsequently used to extract fetal parts after
the death of the unborn child. The bill provides that a person who purposely performs a
dismemberment abortion is guilty of a Class 4 felony. A cause of action is also created for
injunctive relief and civil damages. An exception is made when a dismemberment abortion is
necessary to prevent serious health risk to the unborn child's mother.

Budget Amendment Necessary: Yes, item 402.

Fiscal Impact Estimates:

7a. Expenditure Impact:

Fiscal Year Dollars Positions Fund
2021
2022 $50,000 General

Fiscal Implications: Anyone convicted of a Class 4 felony is subject to a term of
imprisonment of not less than two years nor more than ten years and a fine of up to $100,000,
either or both. Due to the lack of data, the Virginia Criminal Sentencing Commission has
concluded, pursuant to §30-19.1:4 of the Code of Virginia, that the impact of the proposed
legislation on state-responsible (prison) bed space cannot be determined. In such cases,
Chapter 56, 2020 Acts of Assembly, Special Session I, requires that a minimum impact of
$50,000 be assigned to the bill.



This bill may also increase the need for local-responsible (jail) bed space needs. According
to the Virginia Criminal Sentencing Commission, not enough information is available to
reliably estimate the increase in jail population as a result of this proposal. However, any
increase in jail population will increase costs to the state. The Commonwealth currently pays
the localities $4.00 a day for each misdemeanant or otherwise local-responsible prisoner held
in a jail. It also funds a large portion of the jails’ operating costs, e.g. correctional officers.
The state’s share of these costs varies from locality to locality. However, according to the
Compensation Board’s most recent Jail Cost Report (November 2020), the estimated total
state support for local jails averaged $34.59 per inmate, per day in FY 2019.

This bill would not have a fiscal impact on the Department of Health Professions.

9. Specific Agency or Political Subdivisions Affected: Department of Corrections.
10. Technical Amendment Necessary: No.

11. Other Comments: None.



