Department of Planning and Budget
2021 Fiscal Impact Statement

Bill Number: HB1816
House of Origin  [X| Introduced [] Substitute [] Engrossed
Second House [] InCommittee [ | Substitute [ ] Enrolled

Patron: Bulova
. Committee: General Laws

Title: Property Owners' Association Act; Condominium Act; use of electronic means
for meetings and voting.

Summary: Allows meetings of property owners' associations, boards of directors, unit
owners' associations, executive boards, and committees to be held entirely or partially by
electronic means, provided that the board of directors, unit owners' association, or executive
board, as applicable, has adopted guidelines for the use of electronic means for such
meetings. The bill requires that such guidelines ensure that persons accessing such meetings
are authorized to do so and that persons entitled to participate in such meetings have an
opportunity to do so. The bill grants authority for determining whether any such meeting may
be held entirely or partially by electronic means with the board of directors or executive
board, as applicable. Under current law, if a meeting of a board of directors or executive
board is conducted by telephone conference or video conference, at least two members of the
board of directors or executive board, as applicable, are required to be physically present at
the meeting place included in the meeting notice. The bill amends the definition of
"electronic means" to provide that meeting conducted by electronic means includes a meeting
conducted via teleconference, videoconference, Internet exchange, or other electronic
methods. The bill allows members of property owners' associations or unit owners'
associations to vote at meetings of such associations by absentee ballot, and allows such
members to vote in person, by proxy, or by absentee ballot by electronic means, provided
that the board of directors or executive board, as applicable, has adopted guidelines for such
voting. Finally, the bill provides that if a vote, consent, or approval required to be obtained
by secret ballot is accomplished through electronic means, the electronic means shall protect
the identity of the voter, and that if the electronic means cannot protect the identity of the
voter, another means of voting shall be used.

Budget Amendment Necessary: No.
Fiscal Impact Estimates: Preliminary. See Item 8.

Fiscal Implications: It is anticipated that this bill will not result in a fiscal impact to the
Department of Professional and Occupational Regulation.

Specific Agency or Political Subdivisions Affected: Department of Professional and
Occupational Regulation.



10. Technical Amendment Necessary: No.

11. Other Comments: None.



