2020 SPECIAL SESSION |

ENROLLED

HOUSE RESOLUTION NO. 536
Commending the Division of Capitol Police.
Agreed to by the House of Delegates, August 28, 2020

WHEREAS, in May and June 2020, the Division of Capitol Police took appropriate measures to
protect the historic resources in and around the Virginia State Capitol and Capitol Square and ensure the
safety of members of the public and state employees; and

WHEREAS, on May 29, 2020, demonstrations in downtown Richmond to protest the death of
George Floyd turned violent, resulting in damage to multiple businesses, buildings, and vehicles
throughout the city; and

WHEREAS, the following night, members of the Division of Capitol Police responded to large
crowds gathering around Ninth and Grace Streets, and two officers sustained injuries when they were
struck with thrown objects; and

WHEREAS, the Division of Capitol Police and the Department of General Services (DGS) made the
decision to close Capitol Square to the public after the Virginia Capitol Visitor's Entrance, the Virginia
Supreme Court Building, and the Washington Building were vandalized and a window was broken in
the Barbara Johns Building, which houses the Office of the Attorney General; and

WHEREAS, as unrest continued, the Division of Capitol Police monitored the situation and strove to
ensure overall public safety in the area; working in conjunction with DGS, the agency ultimately
reopened Capitol Square on June 15, 2020; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED by the House of Delegates, That the Division of Capitol Police hereby be commended
for its service in protecting the Virginia State Capitol and Capitol Square in May and June 2020; and,
be it

RESOLVED FURTHER, That the Clerk of the House of Delegates prepare a copy of this resolution
for presentation to Colonel Anthony S. Pike, chief of the Division of Capitol Police, as an expression of
the House of Delegates admiration for the agency's commitment to safeguarding the grounds around
Capitol Square and protecting the lives of visitors and state employees.
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