
2020 SESSION

INTRODUCED

20109172D
1 SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 196
2 Offered February 27, 2020
3 Celebrating the life of Corporal Ryan C. McGhee, USA.
4 ––––––––––

Patrons––Reeves, Barker, Bell, Boysko, Chafin, Chase, Cosgrove, Deeds, DeSteph, Dunnavant, Ebbin,
Edwards, Favola, Hanger, Hashmi, Howell, Kiggans, Lewis, Locke, Lucas, Marsden, Mason,
McClellan, McDougle, McPike, Morrissey, Newman, Norment, Obenshain, Peake, Petersen, Pillion,
Ruff, Saslaw, Spruill, Stanley, Stuart, Suetterlein, Surovell and Vogel; Delegates: Adams, D.M.,
Adams, L.R., Austin, Avoli, Batten, Bell, Bloxom, Brewer, Byron, Campbell, J.L., Campbell, R.R.,
Cole, M.L., Collins, Cox, Coyner, Davis, Delaney, Edmunds, Fariss, Fowler, Freitas, Gilbert, Head,
Heretick, Hodges, Hurst, Kilgore, Knight, LaRock, Leftwich, Marshall, McGuire, McNamara,
Miyares, Morefield, Murphy, O'Quinn, Orrock, Poindexter, Ransone, Rasoul, Reid, Robinson,
Runion, Rush, Walker, Wampler, Ware, Webert, Wilt, Wright and Wyatt

5 ––––––––––
6 WHEREAS, Corporal Ryan C. McGhee, USA, of Spotsylvania, who fearlessly took decisive action
7 to engage the enemy, and in so doing, saved the lives of several fellow Rangers, was killed in the line
8 of duty on May 13, 2009; and
9 WHEREAS, born in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, Ryan McGhee relocated to Virginia, where he

10 attended Massaponax High School, earning second team all-state honors as a defensive lineman on the
11 football team; and
12 WHEREAS, Ryan McGhee was inspired by the events of September 11, 2001, and by his role
13 model, the late Pat Tillman, a former professional football player and United States Army Ranger, to
14 serve his country after graduating high school; and
15 WHEREAS, Ryan McGhee enlisted in the United States Army on August 1, 2006, and was assigned
16 to Bravo Company, 3rd Battalion, 75th Ranger Regiment on March 1, 2007; he served as a rifleman and
17 grenadier before becoming one of the founding members of Delta Company as a weapons squad team
18 leader; and
19 WHEREAS, Ryan McGhee made the ultimate sacrifice while conducting combat operations in central
20 Iraq to eliminate a known weapons facilitator and suicide vest cell during his fourth deployment in
21 support of the Global War on Terror; he had previously completed three deployments to Afghanistan;
22 and
23 WHEREAS, Ryan McGhee earned several awards and decorations for his service, including the
24 Bronze Star Medal with "V" device, the Purple Heart, the Meritorious Service Medal, the Ranger
25 Leadership Tab, the Army Good Conduct Medal, the National Defense Service Medal, the Afghanistan
26 Campaign Medal with Combat Star, and the Iraq Campaign Medal with Combat Star, among many
27 others; and
28 WHEREAS, Ryan McGhee is fondly remembered and greatly missed by his mother, Sherrie; his
29 brother, Zachary, who named a son in his honor; his half-siblings, Gabriel and Elle; and numerous other
30 family members, friends, and fellow service members; now, therefore, be it
31 RESOLVED by the Senate, the House of Delegates concurring, That the General Assembly hereby
32 note with great sadness the loss of Corporal Ryan C. McGhee, USA; and, be it
33 RESOLVED FURTHER, That the Clerk of the Senate prepare a copy of this resolution for
34 presentation to the family of Corporal Ryan C. McGhee, USA, as an expression of the General
35 Assembly's respect for his memory.
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