
2020 SESSION

INTRODUCED

20101822D
1 HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 108
2 Offered January 8, 2020
3 Prefiled January 8, 2020
4 Designating 2020 as The Year of the Eye Exam in Virginia.
5 ––––––––––

Patrons––Robinson, Adams, D.M., Adams, L.R., Aird, Askew, Austin, Avoli, Ayala, Bagby, Batten,
Bell, Bloxom, Bourne, Brewer, Bulova, Byron, Campbell, J.L., Campbell, R.R., Carr, Carroll Foy,
Carter, Cole, J.G., Cole, M.L., Collins, Convirs-Fowler, Cox, Coyner, Davis, Delaney, Edmunds,
Fariss, Filler-Corn, Fowler, Freitas, Gilbert, Gooditis, Guy, Guzman, Hayes, Head, Helmer, Heretick,
Herring, Hodges, Hope, Hudson, Hurst, Jenkins, Jones, Keam, Kilgore, Knight, Kory, Krizek,
LaRock, Leftwich, Levine, Lindsey, Lopez, Marshall, McGuire, McNamara, McQuinn, Miyares,
Morefield, Mugler, Mullin, Murphy, O'Quinn, Orrock, Plum, Poindexter, Price, Ransone, Rasoul,
Reid, Roem, Runion, Rush, Samirah, Scott, Sickles, Simon, Simonds, Subramanyam, Sullivan,
Torian, Tran, Tyler, VanValkenburg, Walker, Wampler, Ward, Ware, Watts, Webert, Willett, Wilt,
Wright and Wyatt; Senators: Lucas, Chase, Cosgrove, Howell and Spruill

6 ––––––––––
7 Referred to Committee on Rules
8 ––––––––––
9 WHEREAS, the American Optometric Association reports that up to 16 million Americans struggle

10 with undiagnosed or untreated vision impairments and that eye diseases, vision loss, and eye disorders
11 create an estimated $139 billion economic burden; and
12 WHEREAS, comprehensive eye exams serve a vital function in preventive medicine, maintenance of
13 quality vision acuity, and eye health; and
14 WHEREAS, eye exams can serve as early indicators for a number of underlying health conditions
15 and life-threatening diseases while providing insight into important markers of overall health; and
16 WHEREAS, doctors of optometry encourage an annual comprehensive eye exam to help patients
17 protect their vision and ensure early diagnosis and treatment of visual system diseases like glaucoma, a
18 leading cause of blindness; and
19 WHEREAS, more than half of all doctors of optometry in Virginia are members of the Virginia
20 Optometric Association, with members practicing in every region of the Commonwealth; the association
21 is committed to educating and informing policymakers, the news media, and the public about essential
22 eye health and vision care; and
23 WHEREAS, as part of a comprehensive eye exam, visual acuity is rated on a fractional scale that
24 expresses the distance at which an individual can read certain size letters, with 20/20 representing
25 normal, healthy vision; and
26 WHEREAS, the year 2020 provides a one-time opportunity to emphasize the importance of eye
27 health and encourage Virginians to take care of their vision and health by making an appointment for an
28 in-person, comprehensive eye exam; now, therefore, be it
29 RESOLVED by the House of Delegates, the Senate concurring, That the General Assembly designate
30 2020 as The Year of the Eye Exam in Virginia; and, be it
31 RESOLVED FURTHER, That the Clerk of the House of Delegates transmit a copy of this resolution
32 to the Virginia Optometric Association so that members of the association may be apprised of the sense
33 of the General Assembly of Virginia in this matter; and, be it
34 RESOLVED FINALLY, That the Clerk of the House of Delegates post the designation of this year
35 on the General Assembly's website.
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