
2020 SESSION

INTRODUCED

20105433D
1 HOUSE BILL NO. 1707
2 Offered January 17, 2020
3 A BILL to amend and reenact §§ 45.1-396 and 45.1-397 of the Code of Virginia and to repeal
4 § 45.1-400 of the Code of Virginia, relating to the Clean Energy Advisory Board.
5 ––––––––––

Patrons––Aird and Carroll Foy
6 ––––––––––
7 Referred to Committee on Agriculture, Chesapeake and Natural Resources
8 ––––––––––
9 Be it enacted by the General Assembly of Virginia:

10 1. That §§ 45.1-396 and 45.1-397 of the Code of Virginia are amended and reenacted as follows:
11 § 45.1-396. Membership; terms; quorum; meetings.
12 The Board shall have a total membership of 15 17 members that shall consist of 14 16 nonlegislative
13 citizen members and one ex officio member. Members may reside within or without the Commonwealth.
14 Nonlegislative citizen members shall be appointed as follows:
15 1. Four Six nonlegislative citizen members to be appointed by the Speaker of the House of Delegates
16 u p o n c o n s i d e r a t i o n o f t h e r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s o f t h e B o a r d o f D i r e c t o r s o f t h e
17 Maryland-DC-Delaware-Virginia Solar Energy Industries Association (the MDV-SEIA Board) and the
18 Governor's Advisory Council on Environmental Justice (the Council), one of whom shall be a designee
19 of the Virginia Housing Development Authority, created pursuant to the provisions of Chapter 1.2
20 (§ 36-55.24 et seq.) of Title 36; one of whom shall be a rooftop solar energy professional or employer
21 or representative of rooftop solar energy professionals; one of whom shall be a current or former
22 member of the Council; and one of whom shall be a member or representative of the Virginia, Maryland
23 and Delaware Association of Electric Cooperatives (VMDAEC); one of whom shall be an expert with
24 experience developing low-income or moderate-income incentive and loan programs for distributed
25 renewable energy resources; and one of whom shall be an attorney who is licensed to practice in the
26 Commonwealth and maintains a legal practice dedicated to rural development, rural electrification, and
27 energy policy;
28 2. Three nonlegislative citizen members to be appointed by the Senate Committee on Rules upon
29 consideration of the recommendations of the MDV-SEIA Board, one of whom shall be a solar energy
30 professional or employer or representative of solar energy professionals, one of whom shall work for or
31 with a Virginia-based investor-owned electric utility company, and one of whom shall be a member or
32 representative of VMDAEC; and
33 3. Seven nonlegislative citizen members to be appointed by the Governor upon consideration of the
34 recommendations of the MDV-SEIA Board and the Council and subject to confirmation by the General
35 Assembly, one of whom shall be an attorney who is licensed to practice in the Commonwealth and
36 maintains a legal practice in renewable energy law and transactions, one of whom shall be an attorney
37 who is licensed to practice in the Commonwealth and specializes in tax law and energy transactions, one
38 of whom shall be an attorney with the Division of Consumer Counsel created pursuant to the provisions
39 of § 2.2-517, one of whom shall be an employee of a community development financial institution who
40 specializes in impact investing, one of whom shall be a member of a Virginia environmental
41 organization, and two of whom shall be designees of the Department of Housing and Community
42 Development, created pursuant to the provisions of Chapter 8 (§ 36-131 et seq.) of Title 36.
43 The Director or his designee shall serve ex officio with voting privileges and shall assist in
44 convening the meetings of the Board.
45 Nonlegislative citizen members of the Board shall be citizens of the Commonwealth. The ex officio
46 member of the Board shall serve a term coincident with his term of office. Nonlegislative citizen
47 members shall be appointed for a term of three years. Appointments to fill vacancies, other than by
48 expiration of a term, shall be for the unexpired terms. Vacancies shall be filled in the same manner as
49 the original appointments. All members may be reappointed.
50 The Board shall elect a chairman and vice-chairman from among its membership. A majority of the
51 members shall constitute a quorum. The meetings of the Board shall be held at the call of the chairman
52 or whenever the majority of the members so request.
53 § 45.1-397. Powers and duties of the Board; report.
54 The Board shall have the following powers and duties:
55 1. To advise the Director on the management of the Low-to-Moderate Income Solar Loan and Rebate
56 Fund (the Fund) pursuant to the provisions of § 45.1-398;
57 2. To develop, establish, and operate, with the approval of the Director, a Low-to-Moderate Income
58 Solar Loan and Rebate Pilot Program (the Program) pursuant to the provisions of § 45.1-399;
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59 3. To advise the Director on the possibility of working with a community development financial
60 institution or other financial institutions to further the purposes of the Program;
61 4. To advise the Director on the distribution of moneys in the Fund in the form of loans or rebates
62 pursuant to the provisions of § 45.1-399; and
63 5. To submit to the Governor and the General Assembly an annual report for publication as a report
64 document as provided in the procedures of the Division of Legislative Automated Systems for the
65 processing of legislative documents and reports. The chairman shall submit to the Governor and the
66 General Assembly an annual executive summary of the interim activity and work of the Board no later
67 than the first day of each regular session of the General Assembly. The executive summary shall be
68 submitted for publication as a report document as provided in the procedures of the Division of
69 Legislative Automated Systems for the processing of legislative documents and reports and shall be
70 posted on the General Assembly's website; and
71 6. To administer, pursuant to regulations adopted by the Department, any public power renewable
72 grant program that may be established by the general appropriations act for the 2020-2021 biennium.
73 2. That § 45.1-400 of the Code of Virginia is repealed.


