
State Corporation Commission  
2019 Fiscal Impact Statement 

 

1. Bill Number:   SB1685 

 House of Origin  Introduced  Substitute  Engrossed  

 Second House  In Committee    Substitute  Enrolled 
 

2. Patron: Dunnavant 

 

3.  Committee: Commerce and Labor 

 

4. Title: Health insurance; credentialing; mental health professionals. 

 

5. Summary:  Requires health insurers and other carriers that credential the mental health 

professionals in their provider networks to establish reasonable protocols and procedures for 

reimbursing a mental health professional who has submitted a completed credentialing 

application to a carrier, after being credentialed by the carrier, for mental health services 

provided to covered persons during the period in which the applicant's completed credentialing 

application is pending. The measure requires health maintenance organizations that issue 

Medicaid coverage to provide reimbursement to physicians and mental health professionals 

during the credentialing process. Under current law, Medicare Advantage plans and Medicaid 

plans are excluded from such requirement. The measure provides that health insurers that 

credential mental health professionals in their network may establish reasonable protocols and 

procedures for credentialing private mental health agencies. The bill establishes minimum 

standards that must be maintained by credentialed private mental health agencies. 

 

6. Budget amendment necessary:   No 

 

7. Fiscal Impact Estimates:  No Fiscal Impact on the State Corporation Commission 

  

8. Fiscal Implications:   None on the State Corporation Commission 

  

9. Specific agency or political subdivisions affected:   State Corporation Commission Bureau 

of Insurance 

  

10. Technical amendment necessary:   No 

  

11. Other comments:  The amendment in the nature of a substitute to Senate Bill 1685 clarifies 

that although the provisions do not apply to coverage issued by a Medicare Advantage plan, 

the provisions do apply to health maintenance organizations that issue coverage pursuant to 

Title XIX of the Social Security Act, 42 U.S.C. § 1396 et seq. (Medicaid). 

  

Date:   02/11/19/V. Tompkins 

 


