
2019 SESSION

INTRODUCED

19101251D
1 SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 351
2 Offered January 31, 2019
3 Celebrating the life of the Reverend Rudolph Bobby Lewis, Sr.
4 ––––––––––

Patrons––DeSteph, Barker, Black, Boysko, Carrico, Chafin, Chase, Cosgrove, Dance, Deeds, Dunnavant,
Ebbin, Edwards, Favola, Hanger, Howell, Lewis, Locke, Lucas, Marsden, Mason, McClellan,
McDougle, McPike, Newman, Norment, Peake, Petersen, Reeves, Ruff, Saslaw, Spruill, Stanley,
Stuart, Sturtevant, Surovell, Vogel and Wagner; Delegates: Bloxom, Brewer, Davis, Edmunds,
Hodges, Leftwich, Miyares and Stolle

5 ––––––––––
6 WHEREAS, the Reverend Rudolph Bobby Lewis, Sr., the senior pastor of New Light Full Gospel
7 Baptist Church in Virginia Beach, who served communities throughout the Commonwealth and the
8 world, died on October 16, 2018; and
9 WHEREAS, a native of Loris, South Carolina, Rudolph Lewis attended Finklea High School and

10 graduated from Howard University, where he first answered the call to the ministry, becoming one of
11 six out of his parents' ten children to do so; and
12 WHEREAS, Rudolph Lewis served as the national youth president of the First United Church of
13 Jesus Christ before establishing a First United Church of Jesus Christ in Portsmouth, which he pastored
14 for 14 years; and
15 WHEREAS, in 1979, Rudolph Lewis joined New Light Baptist Church in Virginia Beach, and under
16 his visionary leadership, the church grew in both faith and numbers, developing many new ministries to
17 strengthen the congregation and increase outreach to the community; and
18 WHEREAS, Rudolph Lewis also led New Light Baptist Church to become affiliated with Full
19 Gospel Baptist Church Fellowship International; in 1998, he was ordained as a bishop and subsequently
20 appointed as presiding bishop of the Full Gospel Baptist Church Covenant Partners program; and
21 WHEREAS, Rudolph Lewis preached at events throughout the United States, in 13 African countries,
22 and in Israel, and he guided and mentored countless pastors, ministers, and community leaders around
23 the world; and
24 WHEREAS, Rudolph Lewis will be fondly remembered and greatly missed by his devoted wife of
25 54 years, Maurine; his children, April, Rudolph, Jr., Estrelda, and Vicki, and their families; and
26 numerous other family members and friends; now, therefore, be it
27 RESOLVED by the Senate, the House of Delegates concurring, That the General Assembly hereby
28 note with great sadness the loss of the Reverend Rudolph Bobby Lewis, Sr., a respected spiritual leader
29 in Virginia Beach; and, be it
30 RESOLVED FURTHER, That the Clerk of the Senate prepare a copy of this resolution for
31 presentation to the family of the Reverend Rudolph Bobby Lewis, Sr., as an expression of the General
32 Assembly's respect for his memory.
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