
2019 SESSION

INTRODUCED

19104192D
1 HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 653
2 Offered January 9, 2019
3 Prefiled January 8, 2019
4 Requesting the Department of Health to study the feasibility of expanding naloxone access through the
5 placement of naloxone in automated external defibrillator (AED) cabinets across the Commonwealth.
6 Report.
7 ––––––––––

Patrons––Gooditis and Lopez
8 ––––––––––
9 Referred to Committee on Rules

10 ––––––––––
11 WHEREAS, the United States is experiencing a growing opioid epidemic, resulting in an alarming
12 rise of opioid-related deaths; and
13 WHEREAS, naloxone is an antidote to opioid overdose, and timely administration of the drug can
14 reverse opioid-induced respiratory depression; and
15 WHEREAS, naloxone is available in multiple dosage forms, including by nasal spray and injection;
16 now, therefore, be it
17 RESOLVED by the House of Delegates, the Senate concurring, That the Virginia Department of
18 Health be requested to study the feasibility of expanding naloxone access through the placement of
19 naloxone in automated external defibrillator (AED) cabinets across the Commonwealth.
20 In conducting its study, the Virginia Department of Health shall (i) determine any current barriers to
21 expanding naloxone availability through its placement in AED cabinets; (ii) propose potential solutions,
22 as practicable, to current barriers to expanding naloxone availability through its placement in AED
23 cabinets; and (iii) develop and implement a program to educate schools, hospitals, public institutions,
24 and the general public regarding current requirements for storage of and access to naloxone.
25 All agencies of the Commonwealth shall provide assistance to the Virginia Department of Health for
26 this study, upon request.
27 The Virginia Department of Health shall complete its meetings by November 30, 2019, and shall
28 submit to the Governor and the General Assembly an executive summary and a report of its findings
29 and recommendations for publication as a House or Senate document. The executive summary and
30 report shall be submitted as provided in the procedures of the Division of Legislative Automated
31 Systems for the processing of legislative documents and reports no later than the first day of the 2020
32 Regular Session of the General Assembly and shall be posted on the General Assembly's website.
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