
2019 SESSION

INTRODUCED

19100059D
1 HOUSE BILL NO. 1686
2 Offered January 9, 2019
3 Prefiled December 6, 2018
4 A BILL to amend the Code of Virginia by adding a section numbered 56-585.1:8, relating to electric
5 utility regulation; limiting reliance on electricity generated at fossil fuel facilities.
6 ––––––––––

Patrons––Reid, Boysko, Delaney, Ayala, Convirs-Fowler, Gooditis, Guzman, Hope, Kory, Krizek,
Levine, Plum, Rodman, Roem, Simon and VanValkenburg; Senator: Boysko

7 ––––––––––
8 Referred to Committee on Commerce and Labor
9 ––––––––––

10 Be it enacted by the General Assembly of Virginia:
11 1. That the Code of Virginia is amended by adding a section numbered 56-585.1:8 as follows:
12 § 56-585.1:8. Limitations on reliance on electricity generated at fossil fuel facilities.
13 A. As used in this section:
14 "Fossil fuel" means natural gas, petroleum, coal, and any form of solid, liquid, or gaseous fuel
15 derived from such materials for the purpose of creating useful heat.
16 "Fossil fuel facility" means an electric generating unit that produces energy through the combustion
17 of any fossil fuel.
18 "Renewable energy" means energy derived from sunlight, wind, falling water, wave motion, tides,
19 and geothermal power. "Renewable energy" does not include energy derived from fossil fuel.
20 B. On and after July 1, 2019, the Commission shall not issue a certificate of public convenience and
21 necessity or grant any other permit or approval required for the construction or operation of any new
22 fossil fuel facility or for the expansion or continued operation of an existing fossil fuel facility before
23 first approving the construction and placing in service of renewable energy generation facilities having
24 in the aggregate a rated capacity of 5,500 megawatts as described in subsections A and B of
25 § 56-585.1:4.
26 C. The Commission shall not authorize or permit an electric utility or re-permit an existing idle
27 fossil fuel facility on or after July 1, 2019, to increase purchases of electric power, under any
28 agreement with another person, including another electric utility or any non-utility generator, if the
29 electric power is or will be generated at a fossil fuel facility, before first approving the construction and
30 placing in service of renewable energy generation facilities having in the aggregate a rated capacity of
31 5,500 megawatts as described in subsections A and B of § 56-585.1:4.
32 D. The prohibitions set forth in this section shall apply without regard to whether the fossil fuel
33 facility is located within or outside of the electric utility's certificated service territory or the
34 Commonwealth.
35 E. This section shall be known as the Renewables First Act.
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