Department of Planning and Budget
2018 Fiscal Impact Statement

1. Bill Number: HBI1307
House of Origin [ | Introduced [] Substitute X Engrossed
Second House X InCommittee [ | Substitute [ ] Enrolled

2. Patron: Hodges
3. Committee: Agriculture, Conservation and Natural Resources

4. Title: Stormwater management; rural Tidewater; tiered approach to water quantity
technical criteria.

5. Summary: This bill allows any rural Tidewater locality, as defined in the bill, to comply
with water quantity technical criteria for certain land-disturbing activities based on the
percentage of impervious cover in the watershed. The bill provides that any eligible locality
electing to use certain control standards shall, by ordinance, adopt an official map that
indicates the percentage of impervious cover in each watershed within the locality and shall
update the map at least annually. The bill allows any such locality to apply one of the
following three standards for managing water quantity to any new development project: (i) if
the site, as indicated on the map, has less than 5.0 percent impervious cover, the standard
shall be a particular State Water Control Board regulation; (ii) if the watershed has 5.0
percent or more but less than 7.5 percent impervious cover, the standard shall be the one-
year, 24-hour release method; and (iii) if the watershed has 7.5 percent or more impervious
cover, the standard shall be the energy balance method. The bill provides that any project
whose construction would cause the watershed in which it is located to step up to the next
higher tier shall be evaluated under the energy balance method or a more stringent
alternative. The bill also directs the Department of Environmental Quality to use an
appropriate new or existing Regulatory Advisory Panel to assist in clarifying the
interpretation and application of the MS-19 standard.

6. Budget Amendment Necessary: No.
7. Fiscal Impact Estimates: Preliminary. See #8.

8. Fiscal Implications: It is anticipated that any fiscal impact on the Department of
Environmental Quality as a result of this bill can be absorbed within existing resources.

9. Specific Agency or Political Subdivisions Affected: Department of Environmental
Quality, localities

10. Technical Amendment Necessary: No.

11. Other Comments: None.



