
2018 SESSION

INTRODUCED
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1 SENATE BILL NO. 284
2 Offered January 10, 2018
3 Prefiled January 5, 2018
4 A BILL to amend the Code of Virginia by adding a section numbered 56-585.1:4, relating to solar
5 energy capacity in the Commonwealth.
6 ––––––––––

Patron––Saslaw
7 ––––––––––
8 Referred to Committee on Commerce and Labor
9 ––––––––––

10 Be it enacted by the General Assembly of Virginia:
11 1. That the Code of Virginia is amended by adding a section numbered 56-585.1:4 as follows:
12 § 56-585.1:4. Development of solar generation capacity in the Commonwealth.
13 A. Prior to January 1, 2024, (i) the construction or purchase by a public utility of one or more solar
14 generation facilities located in the Commonwealth, each having a rated capacity of at least one
15 megawatt and having in the aggregate a rated capacity that does not exceed 4,000 megawatts, or (ii)
16 the purchase by a public utility of energy, capacity, and environmental attributes from facilities
17 described in clause (i) is in the public interest, and the Commission shall so find if required to make a
18 finding regarding whether such construction or purchase is in the public interest.
19 B. Prior to January 1, 2024, (i) the construction or purchase by a public utility of one or more solar
20 generation facilities located in the Commonwealth, each having a rated capacity of less than one
21 megawatt and having in the aggregate a rated capacity that does not exceed 500 megawatts, or (ii) the
22 purchase by a public utility of energy, capacity, and environmental attributes from facilities described in
23 clause (i) is in the public interest, and the Commission shall so find if required to make a finding
24 regarding whether such construction or purchase is in the public interest.
25 C. The aggregate cap of 4,000 megawatts of rated capacity described in clause (i) of subsection A
26 and the aggregate cap of 500 megawatts of rated capacity described in clause (i) of subsection B are
27 separate and independent from each other. The capacity of facilities in subsection B shall not be
28 counted in determining the capacity of facilities in subsection A, and the capacity of facilities in
29 subsection A shall not be counted in determining the capacity of facilities in subsection B.
30 2. That the development of solar generation facilities that are located in the Commonwealth is
31 hereby encouraged in order to enable ratepayers to obtain the benefit of this clean, cost-effective
32 energy source during the remaining period of the existing federal investment tax credit under 26
33 U.S.C. § 48(a)(6), which credit is scheduled to be reduced to 10 percent for certain solar energy
34 projects that are not placed in service before January 1, 2024.
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