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1 HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 404
2 Offered February 28, 2018
3 Commending the Virginia State Beekeepers Association.
4 ––––––––––

Patrons––Hope, Adams, D.M., Adams, L.R., Aird, Austin, Ayala, Bagby, Bell, John J., Bell, Richard P.,
Bell, Robert B., Bloxom, Bourne, Boysko, Brewer, Bulova, Byron, Campbell, Carr, Carroll Foy,
Carter, Cline, Cole, Collins, Convirs-Fowler, Cox, Davis, Delaney, Edmunds, Fariss, Filler-Corn,
Fowler, Freitas, Garrett, Gilbert, Gooditis, Guzman, Habeeb, Hayes, Head, Helsel, Heretick, Herring,
Hodges, Hugo, Hurst, Ingram, James, Jones, J.C., Jones, S.C., Keam, Kilgore, Knight, Kory, Krizek,
Landes, LaRock, Leftwich, Levine, Lindsey, Lopez, Marshall, McGuire, McQuinn, Miyares,
Morefield, Mullin, Murphy, O'Quinn, Orrock, Peace, Pillion, Plum, Pogge, Poindexter, Price,
Ransone, Rasoul, Reid, Robinson, Rodman, Roem, Rush, Sickles, Simon, Stolle, Sullivan, Thomas,
Torian, Toscano, Tran, Turpin, Tyler, VanValkenburg, Ward, Ware, Watts, Webert, Wilt, Wright and
Yancey; Senators: Deeds, Ebbin, Edwards, Favola, Howell, Marsden, Spruill and Wagner

5 ––––––––––
6 WHEREAS, in 2018, the Virginia State Beekeepers Association will celebrate 100 years of
7 promoting and advancing beekeeping in the Commonwealth; and
8 WHEREAS, founded in 1918, the Virginia State Beekeepers Association (VSBA) is comprised of
9 individual members and over 40 affiliated local organizations that are committed to preserving the art

10 and science of beekeeping, sharing best practices, and educating the public about the agricultural
11 importance of honey bees; and
12 WHEREAS, honey bees first arrived in the Commonwealth in 1622 as cargo for the Jamestown
13 Colony and were an important asset for pollination, honey production, and beeswax production for both
14 candles and medicinal use; the VSBA works to raise awareness that honey bees still play a vital role in
15 food cultivation; in the Commonwealth, insects pollinate more than 100 different crops with an annual
16 value of tens of millions of dollars; and
17 WHEREAS, with a mission to promote the value of beekeeping, the VSBA hosts regular meetings,
18 conferences, and special events in which members can attend presentations and trade information about
19 ways to effectively and sustainably maintain beehives; and
20 WHEREAS, in the interest of combating a nationwide decline in beekeeping, the VSBA works
21 tirelessly to raise awareness of the plight of honey bee colonies and encourage Virginians to take up
22 beekeeping as an environmentally friendly hobby; and
23 WHEREAS, in addition, the VSBA operates a certification program that allows participants to
24 progress through apprentice, journeyman, and master beekeeper levels by taking written tests and
25 completing community service related to beekeeping; and
26 WHEREAS, throughout its history, the VSBA has been steadfast in its commitment to conserving the
27 honey bee population and has served as an essential resource for beekeepers across the Commonwealth;
28 now, therefore, be it
29 RESOLVED by the House of Delegates, the Senate concurring, That the General Assembly hereby
30 commend the Virginia State Beekeepers Association on its service to the residents of the Commonwealth
31 on the occasion of its 100th anniversary; and, be it
32 RESOLVED FURTHER, That the Clerk of the House of Delegates prepare a copy of this resolution
33 for presentation to the Virginia State Beekeepers Association as an expression of the General Assembly's
34 admiration for its efforts to promote beekeeping and raise awareness about the agricultural importance of
35 honey bees.
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