
2018 SESSION

INTRODUCED

18103356D
1 HOUSE BILL NO. 312
2 Offered January 10, 2018
3 Prefiled January 4, 2018
4 A BILL to require a special joint reapportionment committee to hold public hearings in 2018 on the
5 redistricting process.
6 ––––––––––

Patron––Ward
7 ––––––––––
8 Referred to Committee on Rules
9 ––––––––––

10 Be it enacted by the General Assembly of Virginia:
11 1. § 1. That a special joint reapportionment committee (the Committee) be appointed to hold in 2018 a
12 series of four public hearings throughout the Commonwealth in order to encourage public input into
13 and facilitate public participation in the redistricting process. The Committee shall consist of eight
14 members, reflecting equal membership from the political parties having the highest and next highest
15 numbers of members in the General Assembly. The hearings shall be held in northern Virginia/Fairfax
16 area, the central Virginia/Richmond area, the southwest Virginia/Roanoke area, and the
17 Tidewater/Norfolk area.
18 At each such public hearing, the Committee shall seek public comment on the redistricting process,
19 including whether districts should be drawn by an independent commission or the General Assembly, the
20 criteria to be considered in preparing redistricting plans and potential district changes to legislative and
21 congressional districts.
22 The dates, times, and locations of the hearings shall be set by the Committee, shall be posted on the
23 official websites of the Division of Legislative Services and the Department of Elections, and shall be
24 published in at least one newspaper of general circulation in the area in which the hearing is set to be
25 held at least once a week for four consecutive weeks prior to the hearing.
26 The Committee shall complete all hearings and submit a written summary and report of the public
27 comment received at the hearings to the General Assembly on or before November 1, 2018.

I
N
T
R
O
D
U
C
E
D

H
B

312

10
/1

8/
22

2:
7


