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1 VIRGINIA ACTS OF ASSEMBLY –– CHAPTER

2 An Act to amend and reenact § 20-79 of the Code of Virginia, relating to effect of divorce proceedings;
3 transfer of matters.

4 [H 289]
5 Approved

6 Be it enacted by the General Assembly of Virginia:
7 1. That § 20-79 of the Code of Virginia is amended and reenacted as follows:
8 § 20-79. Effect of divorce proceedings.
9 (a) In any case where an order has been entered under the provisions of this chapter, directing either

10 party to pay any sum or sums of money for the support of his or her spouse, or concerning the care,
11 custody or maintenance of any child, or children, the jurisdiction of the court which entered such order
12 shall cease and its orders become inoperative upon the entry of a decree by the court or the judge
13 thereof in vacation in a suit for divorce instituted in any circuit court in this Commonwealth having
14 jurisdiction thereof, in which decree provision is made for support and maintenance for the spouse or
15 concerning the care, custody or maintenance of a child or children, or concerning any matter provided in
16 a decree in the divorce proceedings in accordance with the provisions of § 20-103.
17 (b) In any suit for divorce, the court in which the suit is instituted or pending, when either party to
18 the proceedings so requests, shall provide in its decree for the maintenance, support, care or custody of
19 the child or children in accordance with Chapter 6.1 (§ 20-124.1 et seq.), support and maintenance for
20 the spouse, if the same be sought, and counsel fees and other costs, if in the judgment of the court any
21 or all of the foregoing should be so decreed.
22 (c) Enforcement of orders. In any suit for divorce or suit for maintenance and support, the court may
23 after a hearing, pendente lite, or in any decree of divorce a mensa et thoro, decree of divorce a vinculo
24 matrimonii, final decree for maintenance and support, or subsequent decree in such suit, transfer to the
25 juvenile and domestic relations district court the enforcement of its orders pertaining to support and
26 maintenance for the spouse, maintenance, support, care and custody of the child or children.
27 Transfer of case for modification. After the entry of a decree of divorce a vinculo matrimonii the
28 court may transfer to the juvenile and domestic relations district court any other matters pertaining to
29 support and maintenance for the spouse, maintenance, support, care and custody of the child or children
30 on motion by either party, and may so transfer such matters before the entry of such decree on motion
31 joined in by both parties. A court shall not (i) transfer a case for modification to the juvenile and
32 domestic relations district court in the absence of a motion by either party or (ii) require a provision
33 for transfer of matters for modification to the juvenile and domestic relations district court as a
34 condition of entry of a decree of divorce a vinculo matrimonii.
35 Change of venue. In the transfer of any matters referred to herein, the court may, upon the motion of
36 any party, or on its own motion, and for good cause shown, transfer any matters covered by said decree
37 or decrees to any circuit court or juvenile and domestic relations district court within the
38 Commonwealth that constitutes a more appropriate forum. An appeal of an order by such juvenile and
39 domestic relations district court which is to enforce or modify the decree in the divorce suit shall be as
40 provided in § 16.1-296.
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