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INTRODUCED

17102257D
1 HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 857
2 Offered February 1, 2017
3 Commending the Chesterfield County Sheriff's Office.
4 ––––––––––

Patrons––Robinson, Adams, Aird, Albo, Anderson, Austin, Bagby, Bell, John J., Bell, Richard P., Bell,
Robert B., Bloxom, Boysko, Bulova, Byron, Campbell, Carr, Cline, Cole, Cox, Davis, Dudenhefer,
Edmunds, Fariss, Farrell, Filler-Corn, Fowler, Freitas, Garrett, Gilbert, Habeeb, Hayes, Head, Helsel,
Heretick, Herring, Hester, Hodges, Holcomb, Hope, Howell, Hugo, Ingram, James, Jones, Keam,
Kilgore, Knight, Kory, Krizek, Landes, LaRock, Leftwich, LeMunyon, Levine, Lindsey, Lingamfelter,
Lopez, Loupassi, Marshall, D.W., Marshall, R.G., Massie, McQuinn, Miller, Minchew, Miyares,
Morris, Mullin, Murphy, O'Bannon, O'Quinn, Orrock, Peace, Pillion, Plum, Pogge, Poindexter, Price,
Ransone, Rasoul, Rush, Sickles, Simon, Stolle, Sullivan, Torian, Toscano, Tyler, Villanueva, Ward,
Ware, Watts, Webert, Wilt, Wright, Yancey and Yost; Senators: Chase, Dance, McClellan and
Sturtevant

5 ––––––––––
6 WHEREAS, in 2016, the Chesterfield County Sheriff's Office, led by Sheriff Karl Leonard, launched
7 the Heroin Addiction Recovery Program at the Chesterfield County Jail, an innovative, voluntary
8 program to help inmates fight addiction and rebuild their lives; and
9 WHEREAS, the opioid epidemic has exacted a heavy price in Chesterfield County, where there were

10 more than 150 overdoses in 2016, more than 30 of which were fatal, and addiction often leads to an
11 increase in related crimes, such as larcenies, which further strain the resources of the criminal justice
12 system; and
13 WHEREAS, in collaboration with local community partners, Karl Leonard and the Chesterfield
14 County Sheriff's Office launched the Heroin Addiction Recovery Program (HARP) in March 2016; and
15 WHEREAS, originally funded entirely by the Chesterfield County Sheriff's Office and the McShin
16 Foundation, the Chesterfield County HARP program began with nine participants and has helped dozens
17 of inmates since its inception; and
18 WHEREAS, the Chesterfield County HARP program is a six-month intensive treatment curriculum,
19 utilizing peer-to-peer and professional recovery support, group discussions, and guest speakers;
20 participants in the program are considered "trustees" and live separately from other inmates; and
21 WHEREAS, many heroin addicts relapse within the first year of recovery, and graduates of the
22 Chesterfield County HARP program are encouraged to continue attending counseling meetings even after
23 they have completed their sentence; and
24 WHEREAS, four graduates of the program served as panelists at the Heroin in Our Family
25 community forum hosted by the Chesterfield County Sheriff's Office in October 2016, sharing their
26 stories in an effort to help other individuals and families battling addiction; and
27 WHEREAS, in late 2016, the Chesterfield County HARP program expanded to include female
28 inmates, prompting dozens of women to request transfers to the Chesterfield County Jail to receive
29 treatment; and
30 WHEREAS, the Chesterfield County HARP program received national attention when it was covered
31 by Ryan Hampton, a passionate advocate for people struggling with addiction, for the Huffington Post
32 politics blog; now, therefore, be it
33 RESOLVED by the House of Delegates, the Senate concurring, That the General Assembly hereby
34 commend the Chesterfield County Sheriff's Office for establishing the Heroin Addiction Recovery
35 Program; and, be it
36 RESOLVED FURTHER, That the Clerk of the House of Delegates prepare a copy of this resolution
37 for presentation to Karl Leonard, the Chesterfield County Sheriff, as an expression of the General
38 Assembly's admiration for the work of the Chesterfield County Sheriff's Office to fight opioid addiction
39 and reduce recidivism.
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