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INTRODUCED

17101420D
1 HOUSE BILL NO. 1898
2 Offered January 11, 2017
3 Prefiled January 10, 2017
4 A BILL to amend and reenact § 54.1-3410 of the Code of Virginia and to amend the Code of Virginia
5 by adding a section numbered 54.1-3408.05, relating to limits on prescriptions of controlled
6 substances containing opioids.
7 ––––––––––

Patrons––Bell, John J., Anderson, Hope, Kory, Krizek, Levine, Lindsey, Marshall, R.G., Minchew, Plum
and Simon; Senators: Black and Surovell

8 ––––––––––
9 Referred to Committee on Health, Welfare and Institutions

10 ––––––––––
11 Be it enacted by the General Assembly of Virginia:
12 1. That § 54.1-3410 of the Code of Virginia is amended and reenacted and that the Code of
13 Virginia is amended by adding a section numbered 54.1-3408.05 as follows:
14 § 54.1-3408.05. Prescription of controlled substance containing opioids; limit.
15 A prescriber providing treatment for a patient in an emergency department of a corporation, facility,
16 or institution licensed, owned, or operated by the Commonwealth to provide health care shall not
17 prescribe a controlled substance containing an opioid in a quantity greater than a three-day supply, as
18 determined in accordance with the prescriber's directions for use.
19 § 54.1-3410. When pharmacist may sell and dispense drugs.
20 A. A pharmacist, acting in good faith, may sell and dispense drugs and devices to any person
21 pursuant to a prescription of a prescriber as follows:
22 1. A drug listed in Schedule II shall be dispensed only upon receipt of a written prescription that is
23 properly executed, dated and signed by the person prescribing on the day when issued and bearing the
24 full name and address of the patient for whom, or of the owner of the animal for which, the drug is
25 dispensed, and the full name, address, and registry number under the federal laws of the person
26 prescribing, if he is required by those laws to be so registered. If the prescription is for an animal, it
27 shall state the species of animal for which the drug is prescribed;
28 2. In emergency situations, Schedule II drugs may be dispensed pursuant to an oral prescription in
29 accordance with the Board's regulations;
30 3. Whenever a pharmacist dispenses any drug listed within Schedule II on a prescription issued by a
31 prescriber, he shall affix to the container in which such drug is dispensed, a label showing the
32 prescription serial number or name of the drug; the date of initial filling; his name and address, or the
33 name and address of the pharmacy; the name of the patient or, if the patient is an animal, the name of
34 the owner of the animal and the species of the animal; the name of the prescriber by whom the
35 prescription was written, except for those drugs dispensed to a patient in a hospital pursuant to a chart
36 order; and such directions as may be stated on the prescription.
37 B. A drug controlled by Schedules III through VI or a device controlled by Schedule VI shall be
38 dispensed upon receipt of a written or oral prescription as follows:
39 1. If the prescription is written, it shall be properly executed, dated and signed by the person
40 prescribing on the day when issued and bear the full name and address of the patient for whom, or of
41 the owner of the animal for which, the drug is dispensed, and the full name and address of the person
42 prescribing. If the prescription is for an animal, it shall state the species of animal for which the drug is
43 prescribed.
44 2. If the prescription is oral, the prescriber shall furnish the pharmacist with the same information as
45 is required by law in the case of a written prescription for drugs and devices, except for the signature of
46 the prescriber.
47 A pharmacist who dispenses a Schedule III through VI drug or device shall label the drug or device
48 as required in subdivision A 3 of this section.
49 C. A drug controlled by Schedule VI may be refilled without authorization from the prescriber if,
50 after reasonable effort has been made to contact him, the pharmacist ascertains that he is not available
51 and the patient's health would be in imminent danger without the benefits of the drug. The refill shall be
52 made in compliance with the provisions of § 54.1-3411.
53 If the written or oral prescription is for a Schedule VI drug or device and does not contain the
54 address or registry number of the prescriber, or the address of the patient, the pharmacist need not
55 reduce such information to writing if such information is readily retrievable within the pharmacy.
56 D. Pursuant to authorization of the prescriber, an agent of the prescriber on his behalf may orally
57 transmit a prescription for a drug classified in Schedules III through VI if, in such cases, the written
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58 record of the prescription required by this subsection specifies the full name of the agent of the
59 prescriber transmitting the prescription.
60 E. A pharmacist shall not dispense a controlled substance containing an opioid pursuant to a
61 prescription issued by a prescriber providing treatment to a patient in the emergency department of a
62 corporation, facility, or institution licensed, owned, or operated by the Commonwealth to provide health
63 care unless the prescription complies with the requirements of § 54.1-3408.05.
64 2. That the provisions of this act shall expire on July 1, 2020.


