Department of Planning and Budget
2016 Fiscal Impact Statement

. Bill Number: HB735
House of Origin  [X| Introduced [] Substitute [] Engrossed
Second House [ ] InCommittee [ | Substitute [ ] Enrolled

Patron: Miller
. Committee: General Laws
Title: Landlord and tenant laws.

Summary: This bill provides under the landlord and tenant law and the Virginia
Residential Landlord and Tenant Act (VRLTA) that unless a tenant is at fault in cases of
mold needing remediation, the landlord 1is obliged to pay all costs associated with the
tenant's temporary relocation as well as the costs of mold remediation. Among other
things, the bill (i) provides that, except for applicable lawful householder's exemptions,
nothing affects the right of a landlord with respect to an inchoate or perfected lien of a
landlord on the personal property of a tenant of any leased or rented commercial or
residential premises or the right of such landlord to distress, levy, and seize such personal
property as otherwise provided by law; (i1) clarifies that residential provisions under the
landlord and tenant law do not apply to dwelling units under the VRLTA; (iii) provides that
a landlord's collection agency and a third party providing background screening or credit
reporting services to the landlord or his managing agent may have access to tenant records;
(iv) allows the landlord to charge a tenant for his records, if the rental agreement so
provides; (v) clarifies that a landlord is not obligated to make repairs to address damages
identified in the move-in inspection report unless otherwise required to do so under the
VRLTA; (vi) requires a tenant to maintain carbon monoxide detectors to the standards
established in the Uniform Statewide Building Code; and (vii) provides that if, upon
inspection of dwelling unit, the landlord determines that repairs are necessary, the landlord
may make such repairs and send the tenant an invoice for payment. If, upon inspection of
the dwelling unit, the landlord discovers a violation of the rental agreement, the VRLTA,
or other applicable law, the landlord may send a written notice of termination. If a tenant
declines to permit the landlord or managing agent to exhibit the dwelling unit for sale or
lease, the landlord may recover damages, costs, and reasonable attorney fees against such
tenant. The bill contains technical corrections.

. Budget Amendment Necessary: No.

. Fiscal Impact Estimates: Preliminary.

. Fiscal Implications: It is anticipated that this bill will not result in a state fiscal impact. The
Department of Housing and Community Development has no oversight or administrative

obligations regarding the Virginia Residential Landlord and Tenant Act. The department
does update and publish on its website the Landlord Tenant Handbook. Any legislative



changes made to the Act will be updated, but the department can do so using current
resources.

9. Specific Agency or Political Subdivisions Affected: Department of Housing and
Community Development.

10. Technical Amendment Necessary: No.

11. Other Comments: None.



