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1. Bill Number:   HB397 

 House of Origin  Introduced  Substitute  Engrossed  

 Second House  In Committee    Substitute  Enrolled 
 

2. Patron: LaRock 

 

3.  Committee: General Laws 

 

4. Title: Discrimination based on an individual's sex. 

 

5. Summary:  Specifies that the terms "because of gender," "because of sex," "on the basis of 

gender," and "on the basis of sex" and terms of similar import when used in reference to 

discrimination in the Code and acts of the General Assembly mean because of or on the basis 

of the biologic character or quality that distinguishes an individual as either male or female as 

determined by analysis of the individual's gonadal, internal and external morphologic, 

chromosomal, and hormonal characteristics. The bill provides that, consistent with Article I, 

Section 11 of the Constitution of Virginia, no local ordinance prohibiting discrimination on 

the basis of sex shall consider the mere separation of individuals by sex to be discrimination. 

The bill permits local school boards to enact policies prohibiting discrimination in education 

on the basis of race, color, religion, sex, pregnancy, childbirth or related medical conditions, 

national origin, age, marital status, or disability, provided that, consistent with Article I, 

Section 11 of the Constitution of Virginia, no such policy shall consider the mere separation 

of individuals by sex to be discrimination. 

 

6. Budget Amendment Necessary:  No. 

  

7. Fiscal Impact Estimates:  Preliminary. See Item 8. 

 

8. Fiscal Implications:  There is no anticipated state fiscal impact from this legislation. Any 

potential fiscal impact to local school divisions is indeterminate. 

 

9. Specific Agency or Political Subdivisions Affected:  Local school divisions. 

  

10. Technical Amendment Necessary:  No. 

  

11. Other Comments:  None. 
 


