
2015 SESSION

INTRODUCED

15103766D
1 SENATE RESOLUTION NO. 82
2 Offered February 3, 2015
3 Celebrating the life of R. David O'Dell, Jr.
4 ––––––––––

Patron––Stuart
5 ––––––––––
6 WHEREAS, R. David O'Dell, Jr., a respected businessman and the former mayor of Montross, who
7 dedicated much of his life to public service, died on December 31, 2014; and
8 WHEREAS, a native of Warsaw, David O'Dell served the Montross community as the owner and
9 operator of Blue and Gray Food Stores, Inc., where he earned a reputation for exceptional customer

10 service; and
11 WHEREAS, desirous to be of further service to the community, David O'Dell became active in local
12 civic affairs and ran for the Montross Town Council to ensure that the needs of his fellow residents
13 were addressed; and
14 WHEREAS, the longest-serving mayor and council member in Montross history, David O'Dell served
15 as mayor from 1988 to 1992, vice mayor from 1992 to 1999, and mayor from 1999 to 2014; he also
16 served on the Planning Commission from 1980 to 2014; and
17 WHEREAS, known for his candor and efficiency, David O'Dell was an active leader who worked to
18 ensure a high quality of life for all Montross residents, and in times of emergency, he went above and
19 beyond in service to the community; and
20 WHEREAS, David O'Dell enjoyed fellowship and worship with the community as a member of St.
21 James' Episcopal Church, where he served on the vestry; and
22 WHEREAS, a loyal husband, father, and friend, David O'Dell will be fondly remembered and greatly
23 missed by his wife of 46 years, Frances; sons, John and Richard, and their families; and numerous other
24 family members and friends; now, therefore, be it
25 RESOLVED, That the Senate of Virginia hereby note with great sadness the loss of R. David O'Dell,
26 Jr., a businessman, public servant, and pillar of the Montross community; and, be it
27 RESOLVED FURTHER, That the Clerk of the Senate prepare a copy of this resolution for
28 presentation to the family of R. David O'Dell, Jr., as an expression of the Senate of Virginia's respect
29 for his memory.
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