
2015 SESSION

INTRODUCED

15100533D
1 HOUSE BILL NO. 1296
2 Offered January 14, 2015
3 Prefiled November 3, 2014
4 A BILL to amend and reenact §§ 24.2-206 through 24.2-209 of the Code of Virginia, relating to
5 members of the United States Congress; filling vacancies.
6 ––––––––––

Patron––Cole
7 ––––––––––
8 Referred to Committee on Privileges and Elections
9 ––––––––––

10 Be it enacted by the General Assembly of Virginia:
11 1. That §§ 24.2-206 through 24.2-209 of the Code of Virginia are amended and reenacted as
12 follows:
13 § 24.2-206. Election and term of United States Senators.
14 The qualified voters of the Commonwealth shall elect its members of the United States Senate at the
15 general election held in November next preceding the expiration of each member's respective term of
16 office, for terms of six years to begin on the January 3 following their election, except as provided in §
17 24.2-207.
18 § 24.2-207. Filling vacancies in Senate.
19 When any vacancy occurs in the representation of the Commonwealth of Virginia in the United
20 States Senate, the Governor shall issue a writ of election to fill the vacancy for the remainder of the
21 unexpired term. The election shall be held on the next succeeding November general election date or, if
22 the vacancy occurs within 120 days prior to that date, on the second succeeding November general
23 election date. However, if the vacancy occurs within the 55 days prior to the general election at which
24 the office is regularly scheduled to be filled, no writ of election shall be issued. The person having
25 received the highest number of votes at the general election shall be deemed also to have been elected
26 to the unexpired term of office, and the results shall be certified and transmitted to the clerk of the
27 United States Senate as such. The Governor may make a temporary appointment to fill the vacancy until
28 the qualified voters fill the same by election.
29 § 24.2-208. Election and term of members of House of Representatives.
30 The qualified voters of each congressional district shall elect one member of the United States House
31 of Representatives at the general election in November 1994, and every second year thereafter, for the
32 term of two years to begin on the January 3 following his election, except as provided in § 24.2-209.
33 § 24.2-209. Filling vacancies in House of Representatives.
34 When any vacancy occurs in the representation of the Commonwealth of Virginia in the House of
35 Representatives, or when a representative-elect dies or resigns, the Governor shall issue a writ of
36 election to fill the vacancy. Upon receipt of written notification by a representative or
37 representative-elect of his resignation as of a stated date, the Governor may immediately issue a writ to
38 call the election. However, if the vacancy occurs within the 55 days prior to the general election at
39 which the office is regularly scheduled to be filled, no writ of election shall be issued. The person
40 having received the highest number of votes at the general election shall be deemed also to have been
41 elected to the unexpired term of office, and the results shall be certified and transmitted to the clerk of
42 the House of Representatives as such.
43 The representative's or representative-elect's resignation shall not be revocable after the date stated by
44 him for his resignation or after the forty-fifth day before the date set for the special election.
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