
2014 SPECIAL SESSION I

INTRODUCED

14200546D
1 HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 5201
2 Offered September 15, 2014
3 Commending Paul Galanti.
4 ––––––––––

Patrons––Anderson, Lingamfelter, Adams, Albo, Austin, BaCote, Bell, Richard P., Bell, Robert B., Berg,
Bloxom, Bulova, Byron, Campbell, Carr, Cline, Cole, Comstock, Cox, Dance, Davis, DeSteph,
Edmunds, Fariss, Farrell, Filler-Corn, Fowler, Futrell, Garrett, Gilbert, Greason, Habeeb, Helsel,
Herring, Hodges, Hope, Howell, Hugo, Ingram, James, Joannou, Jones, Keam, Kilgore, Knight, Kory,
Krupicka, Landes, LaRock, Leftwich, LeMunyon, Lindsey, Lopez, Loupassi, Marshall, D.W.,
Marshall, R.G., Mason, Massie, McClellan, McQuinn, Miller, Minchew, Morefield, Morris,
Morrissey, O'Bannon, O'Quinn, Orrock, Peace, Plum, Pogge, Poindexter, Ramadan, Ransone, Rasoul,
Robinson, Rush, Rust, Scott, Sickles, Simon, Spruill, Stolle, Sullivan, Surovell, Taylor, Torian,
Toscano, Tyler, Villanueva, Ward, Ware, Watts, Webert, Wilt, Wright, Yancey and Yost; Senators:
Barker, Colgan, Edwards, Martin, McDougle, Obenshain, Puller, Reeves, Stosch and Watkins

5 ––––––––––
6 WHEREAS, Paul Galanti, a decorated war hero, distinguished civil servant, and passionate advocate
7 for veterans affairs, retires as the Commissioner of the Department of Veterans Services in 2014; and
8 WHEREAS, Paul Galanti carried on a family tradition of military service, entering United States
9 Navy flight training after graduating from Valley Forge Military Academy and the United States Naval

10 Academy; he joined Navy Light Jet Attack Squadron 216 and deployed to Vietnam aboard the USS
11 Hancock in 1965; and
12 WHEREAS, a distinguished aviator, Paul Galanti flew 97 combat missions before being shot down
13 and captured by enemy forces in 1966; he courageously endured great hardship while being held as a
14 prisoner of war for nearly seven years; and
15 WHEREAS, after his release in 1973, Paul Galanti returned to the United States and joined the Navy
16 Recruiting District in Richmond, later becoming the commanding officer of the district; in 1979, he
17 joined the Office of the Commandant at the Naval Academy, where he imparted his wisdom and
18 experience to hundreds of midshipmen; and
19 WHEREAS, after his retirement from military service, Paul Galanti became the first non-pharmacist
20 executive director of what was then known as the Virginia Pharmaceutical Association and later became
21 the executive vice president of the Medical Society of Virginia; he used his computer expertise to
22 modernize systems and increase efficiency at both organizations; and
23 WHEREAS, in 2010, Paul Galanti was named Commissioner of the Department of Veterans Services
24 and subsequently was appointed to the Board of Visitors of Virginia Military Institute; deeply respected
25 for his work with veterans, Paul Galanti served as a member and leader of numerous organizations and
26 committees supporting former prisoners of war; and
27 WHEREAS, Paul Galanti earned many awards and accolades throughout his military and professional
28 careers, including the Silver Star, two Legions of Merit, the Bronze Star, two Purple Hearts, and nine
29 Air Medals; he was inducted into the Virginia Aviation Hall of Fame in 2005, and the Paul and Phyllis
30 Galanti Education Center at the Virginia War Memorial is named in his and his late wife's honor; and
31 WHEREAS, in his well-earned retirement, Paul Galanti plans to serve the community and the
32 Commonwealth by continuing to support veterans affairs; now, therefore, be it
33 RESOLVED by the House of Delegates, the Senate concurring, That the General Assembly hereby
34 commend Paul Galanti on the occasion of his retirement as Commissioner of the Department of
35 Veterans Services; and, be it
36 RESOLVED FURTHER, That the Clerk of the House of Delegates prepare a copy of this resolution
37 for presentation to Paul Galanti as an expression of the General Assembly's admiration for his dedicated
38 service to the veteran community, the Commonwealth, and the nation.
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