
2014 SESSION

INTRODUCED

14103978D
1 SENATE BILL NO. 672
2 Offered January 21, 2014
3 A BILL to amend and reenact §§ 22.1-346.2 and 22.1-348 of the Code of Virginia, relating to the
4 Virginia School for the Deaf and the Blind; out-of-state students.
5 ––––––––––

Patron––Favola
6 ––––––––––
7 Unanimous consent to introduce
8 ––––––––––
9 Referred to Committee on Education and Health

10 ––––––––––
11 Be it enacted by the General Assembly of Virginia:
12 1. That §§ 22.1-346.2 and 22.1-348 of the Code of Virginia are amended and reenacted as follows:
13 § 22.1-346.2. Board of Visitors of the Virginia School for the Deaf and the Blind established.
14 A. There is hereby established the Board of Visitors of the Virginia School for the Deaf and the
15 Blind (Board), as a policy agency in the executive branch of state government under the name of the
16 "Virginia School for the Deaf and the Blind," for the purpose of governing the educational programs and
17 services to deaf, blind, and multi-disabled students enrolled at the Virginia School for the Deaf and the
18 Blind.
19 B. The Board shall have a total membership of 11 members that shall consist of four legislative
20 members and seven nonlegislative citizen members. Members shall be appointed as follows: two
21 members of the House of Delegates, to be appointed by the Speaker of the House of Delegates in
22 accordance with the principles of proportional representation contained in the Rules of the House of
23 Delegates; two members of the Senate, to be appointed by the Senate Committee on Rules; and seven
24 nonlegislative citizen members, of whom one shall be a parent of a child who is deaf or blind
25 representing the Eastern region of the Commonwealth, one shall be a parent of a child who is deaf or
26 blind representing the Western region of the Commonwealth, and one shall be a representative of the
27 Virginia School for the Deaf and the Blind Alumni Association, to be appointed by the Governor,
28 subject to confirmation by the General Assembly. Nonlegislative citizen members of the Board shall be
29 citizens of the Commonwealth. Legislative members of the Board shall serve terms coincident with their
30 terms of office. After the initial staggering of terms, nonlegislative members appointed shall serve for
31 four-year terms. Appointments to fill vacancies, other than by expiration of a term, shall be for the
32 unexpired terms. Vacancies shall be filled in the same manner as the original appointments. All
33 members may be reappointed. However, no House member shall serve more than four consecutive
34 two-year terms, no Senate member shall serve more than two consecutive four-year terms, and no
35 nonlegislative member appointed by the Governor shall serve more than two consecutive four-year
36 terms. The remainder of any term to which a member is appointed to fill a vacancy shall not constitute
37 a term in determining the member's eligibility for reappointment.
38 The Board shall elect a chairman and vice-chairman from among its membership. The Board shall
39 elect a secretary, who shall keep an accurate record of the proceedings of the Board and of the
40 executive committee if one is created by the Board, and such other officers as the Board deems
41 appropriate. A majority of the members shall constitute a quorum. The Board shall meet no more than
42 four times each year. The meetings of the Board shall be held at the call of the chairman or whenever
43 the majority of the members so request.
44 C. Legislative members of the Board shall receive such compensation as provided in § 30-19.12, and
45 nonlegislative citizen members shall receive such compensation for the performance of their duties as
46 provided in § 2.2-2813. All members shall be reimbursed for all reasonable and necessary expenses
47 incurred in the performance of their duties as provided in §§ 2.2-2813 and 2.2-2825. Funding for the
48 costs of expenses of the members shall be provided from such funds as may be appropriated to the
49 Board of Visitors of the Virginia School for the Deaf and the Blind, in accordance with the
50 appropriations act.
51 D. The Superintendent of Public Instruction shall designate a member of the staff of the Department
52 of Education to serve as a consultant to the Board of Visitors of the Virginia School for the Deaf and
53 the Blind on matters pertaining to instruction, federal and state special education requirements, and
54 school accreditation, and to provide technical assistance to assist the Board in meeting specific
55 instructional and school accreditation needs.
56 E. The Board shall have the following powers and duties:
57 1. Establish such rules, policies, and regulations for the governance of the Virginia School for the
58 Deaf and the Blind.
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59 2. Prescribe the criteria and procedures governing admissions to the school, and the review of student
60 placement, to ensure the appropriateness of the placement and instructional program of each student
61 admitted to the school, pursuant to § 22.1-348 and in accordance with federal and state special education
62 laws and regulations. Such criteria and procedures shall include provisions for the admission of students
63 who are not residents of the Commonwealth. Out-of-state students shall be admitted on a
64 space-available basis and priority shall be given to students who are residents of the Commonwealth.
65 The Board may delegate authority to the superintendent to accept out-of-state students. The Board may
66 charge out-of-state students tuition, transportation, and other recurring fees as proposed by the
67 superintendent and approved by the Board.
68 3. Establish a policy governing the transportation of students at the school to permit frequent home
69 visits by students, and to provide to each student transportation to and from the school and the place of
70 residence of such student's parent or guardian whenever the school is officially closed.
71 4. Prescribe and approve the education programs of the Virginia School for the Deaf and the Blind,
72 in consultation with the Department of Education, the Virginia Department for the Deaf and
73 Hard-of-Hearing, and the Virginia Department for the Blind and Visually Impaired.
74 5. Appoint the superintendent, other officers, and the faculty of the school. The superintendent shall
75 be appointed every two years and the other officers and faculty annually. However, the superintendent,
76 with the approval of the chairman of the Board, shall be authorized to fill vacancies in positions
77 appointed by the Board occurring between meetings of the Board. The Board may remove at any time
78 the superintendent, other officers, faculty and employees for cause, subject to the provisions of Chapter
79 29 (§ 2.2-2900 et seq.) of Title 2.2.
80 6. Establish the qualifications, duties, and compensation of the superintendent, other officers, faculty,
81 and employees of the school.
82 7. Prepare and submit to the Governor and General Assembly, beginning July 1, 2010, an annual
83 report detailing the curricula and other educational programs and services of the school, including
84 receipts and disbursements pertaining to the operation of the school for each fiscal year ending on June
85 30.
86 § 22.1-348. Persons eligible; fees; educational programs to be provided; admissions procedures.
87 A. Persons from birth through age 21 shall be eligible for educational services provided by the
88 school. The For students who are residents of the Commonwealth, the Department of Education shall be
89 entitled to deduct annually from the locality's share for the education of pupils with disabilities a sum
90 equal to the actual local expenditure per pupil in support of those students placed by the relevant local
91 school division in the Virginia School for the Deaf and the Blind. The amount of the actual transfers
92 shall be based on data accumulated during the prior school year. Fees for student activities may be
93 charged at the Board's discretion.
94 B. From such funds as may be appropriated, the Virginia School for the Deaf and the Blind shall
95 provide an educational program for children in preschool through grade twelve who are deaf, blind, or
96 who may have sensory impairments and other disabilities, including intellectual disabilities.
97 The Board, from time to time, may approve additional programs as may be appropriate.
98 C. The Board shall prescribe procedures and criteria for determining admission to and the appropriate
99 placement in the Virginia School for the Deaf and the Blind for students who are residents of the

100 Commonwealth and for out-of-state students. The appropriateness of the placement of each student
101 attending the school shall be reviewed at least annually.
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