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1 HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 160
2 Offered January 15, 2014
3 Commending Melissa A. Porfirio.
4 ––––––––––

Patrons––Watts, Adams, Albo, Anderson, Austin, BaCote, Bell, Richard P., Bell, Robert B., Berg, Brink,
Bulova, Byron, Campbell, Carr, Chafin, Cline, Cole, Comstock, Cox, Dance, Davis, DeSteph,
Edmunds, Fariss, Farrell, Filler-Corn, Fowler, Futrell, Garrett, Gilbert, Greason, Habeeb, Head,
Helsel, Herring, Hester, Hodges, Hope, Howell, A.T., Howell, W.J., Hugo, Ingram, James, Joannou,
Jones, Keam, Kilgore, Knight, Kory, Krupicka, Landes, LaRock, Leftwich, LeMunyon, Lingamfelter,
Lopez, Loupassi, Marshall, D.W., Marshall, R.G., Mason, Massie, McClellan, McQuinn, Miller,
Minchew, Morefield, Morris, Morrissey, O'Bannon, O'Quinn, Orrock, Peace, Plum, Pogge,
Poindexter, Ramadan, Ransone, Rasoul, Robinson, Rush, Rust, Scott, Sickles, Simon, Spruill, Stolle,
Surovell, Taylor, Torian, Toscano, Tyler, Villanueva, Ward, Ware, Webert, Wilt, Wright, Yancey and
Yost; Senators: Alexander, Barker, Black, Carrico, Colgan, Cosgrove, Deeds, Ebbin, Edwards,
Favola, Garrett, Hanger, Howell, Lewis, Locke, Lucas, Marsden, Marsh, Martin, McDougle,
McEachin, Miller, Newman, Norment, Obenshain, Petersen, Puckett, Puller, Ruff, Saslaw, Smith,
Stanley, Stosch, Stuart, Vogel and Wexton

5 ––––––––––
6 WHEREAS, Melissa A. Porfirio, who teaches first grade at Crestwood Elementary School in Fairfax
7 County, is the 2014 Virginia Teacher of the Year, which is a designation given annually by the Virginia
8 Department of Education and was awarded in October 2013; and
9 WHEREAS, when Melissa A. Porfirio was named in January 2014 as one of four finalists for the

10 2014 National Teacher of the Year to be announced in April, Patricia I. Wright, Virginia Superintendent
11 of Public Instruction, stated that "she epitomizes the qualities that make Virginia teachers among the
12 nation's best" and "would be an outstanding representative for the nation's teachers"; and
13 WHEREAS, described as the heart of the Crestwood community by colleagues, Melissa Porfirio
14 brought her experience as a social worker in North Carolina and Washington, D.C., and as an English
15 teacher in South Korea to fully engage the strengths of a community where seventy-two percent of the
16 students qualify for free and reduced lunch and sixty percent have limited English proficiency; and
17 WHEREAS, Melissa Porfirio believes "Students do not arrive in our classrooms as blank slates for
18 us to just fill up with information. They come to us with hopes and dreams and an inherent excitement
19 for what they want to learn about . . . Through community building and rules and procedures we design
20 as a class, I create an environment that is welcoming and safe, builds confidence, enhances strengths,
21 encourages students to take risks, and exposes them to all of the possibilities that come through
22 learning"; and
23 WHEREAS, Melissa Porfirio is as passionate about elevating her profession through staff
24 development training in her role as cohort facilitator and committee chair for Responsive Classroom
25 training, helping new teachers achieve success in the classroom as a mentor, and as team leader being
26 respectful of colleagues' differing viewpoints as she encourages everyone to go beyond their best to
27 ensure each child's individual needs are met and they are prepared for second grade; and
28 WHEREAS, Melissa Porfirio uses her free time to build relationships with the families of her
29 students, attends the pupils' after-school activities, and takes special satisfaction in staying in touch with
30 former students through high school; and
31 WHEREAS, a graduate of Catholic University who received a master's degree from George Mason
32 University, during her eight years at Crestwood Elementary School, Melissa Porfirio through her ability
33 to build strong relationships with her students and her commitment to family outreach has been an
34 inspiration to many as carrying out the highest ideals of being an educator; now, therefore, be it
35 RESOLVED by the House of Delegates, the Senate concurring, That the General Assembly hereby
36 commend Fairfax County teacher Melissa A. Porfirio for being named the 2014 Virginia Teacher of the
37 Year and as a finalist for the 2014 National Teacher of the Year; and, be it
38 RESOLVED FURTHER, That the Clerk of the House of Delegates prepare a copy of this resolution
39 for presentation to Melissa A. Porfirio as an expression of the General Assembly's congratulations and
40 admiration for her commitment to her students and for being an outstanding role model for all people in
41 the Commonwealth.
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