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1 SENATE BILL NO. 1102
2 Senate Amendments in [ ] –– January 21, 2013
3 A BILL to amend and reenact § 46.2-1178 of the Code of Virginia, relating to emissions inspection
4 exemption.
5 ––––––––––
6 Patron Prior to Engrossment––Senator Ebbin
7 ––––––––––
8 Referred to Committee on Transportation
9 ––––––––––

10 Be it enacted by the General Assembly of Virginia:
11 1. That § 46.2-1178 of the Code of Virginia is amended and reenacted as follows:
12 § 46.2-1178. Administration and scope of emissions inspection program.
13 A. Except as otherwise provided in this section, the emissions inspection program provided for in
14 this article shall apply to motor vehicles having actual gross weights of 8,500 pounds or less that are
15 registered in the Counties of Arlington, Fairfax, and Prince William, and the Cities of Alexandria,
16 Fairfax, Falls Church, Manassas, and Manassas Park. The provisions of this subsection shall expire when
17 the provisions of subsection C of this section become effective.
18 B. An emissions inspection program as required by regulations adopted by the Board under this
19 article shall apply to motor vehicles that have actual gross weights of 8,500 pounds or less and are
20 registered or operated primarily, as defined by the Board in accordance with the provisions of the
21 Administrative Process Act (§ 2.2-4000 et seq.), in the Counties of Chesterfield, Hanover, and Henrico
22 and the Cities of Colonial Heights, Hopewell, and Richmond. Such emissions inspection program shall
23 be a basic, test and repair program with the greatest number of inspection facilities consistent with the
24 consumer protection and fee provisions herein as consistent with the federal Clean Air Act.
25 The provisions of this subsection shall apply but not necessarily be limited to (i) motor vehicles
26 owned by governmental entities, (ii) motor vehicles owned by military personnel residing in those
27 localities, (iii) motor vehicles owned by leasing or rental companies, and (iv) motor vehicles owned or
28 leased by employees of the federal government and operated on a federal installation. The provisions of
29 this subsection shall become effective July 1, 1995. The Board may promulgate regulations to implement
30 the provisions of this article, but such regulations shall not require inspections in the localities
31 mentioned in this subsection prior to the later of: (i) July 1, 1996; or (ii) the date on which the U.S.
32 Environmental Protection Agency, pursuant to the federal Clean Air Act, formally and in writing
33 approves this program for such localities or on such later date as may be provided by regulations of the
34 Board.
35 B1. The emissions inspection program provided for in this article shall not apply to any qualified
36 hybrid motor vehicle if such vehicle obtains a rating from the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency of
37 at least [ 50 48- (i) 50 ] miles per gallon during city fuel economy tests [ or (ii) 48 miles per gallon
38 during city fuel economy tests for hybrid vehicles with a model year of 2008 or 2009, ] unless remote
39 sensing devices indicate the hybrid vehicle may not meet current emissions standards. The Board shall
40 adopt such regulations as may be required to implement this exemption.
41 C. The emissions inspection program provided for in this subsection shall be a test and repair
42 enhanced emissions inspection program with the greatest number of inspection facilities consistent with
43 the consumer protection and fee provisions herein and shall include on-road testing, remote sensing
44 devices, and an on-road clean screen program. Any enhanced emissions inspection program provided for
45 in this article shall apply to motor vehicles that have actual gross weights of 10,000 pounds or less that
46 were actually manufactured or designated by the manufacturer as a model manufactured in a calendar
47 year less than 25 calendar years prior to January 1 of the present calendar year and are registered or
48 operated primarily, as defined by the Board in accordance with the provisions of the Administrative
49 Process Act (§ 2.2-4000 et seq.) in the Counties of Arlington, Fairfax, Loudoun, Prince William, and
50 Stafford and the Cities of Alexandria, Fairfax, Falls Church, Manassas, and Manassas Park. On and after
51 July 1, 2012, and before July 1, 2013, an on-road clean screen program shall be limited to no more than
52 10 percent of the motor vehicles described in this subsection which are eligible for emissions inspection
53 during the applicable 12-month period. On and after July 1, 2013, and before July 1, 2014, an on-road
54 clean screen program shall be limited to no more than 20 percent of the motor vehicles described in this
55 subsection which are eligible for emissions inspection during the applicable 12-month period. On and
56 after July 1, 2014, an on-road clean screen program shall be limited to no more than 30 percent of the
57 motor vehicles described in this subsection which are eligible for emissions inspection during the
58 applicable 12-month period. An on-road clean screen program or a validation program utilizing remote
59 sensing equipment shall not be considered emissions inspection stations. The Board may reduce the
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60 percentage of vehicles eligible to participate in the on-road clean screen program as is necessary to meet
61 applicable air quality requirements under the federal Clean Air Act, 42 U.S.C. § 7401 et seq., as
62 amended. Notwithstanding the provisions of § 46.2-1176, the Board shall designate remote sensing
63 equipment as authorized testing equipment pursuant to this section.
64 The provisions of this subsection shall apply but not necessarily be limited to (i) motor vehicles
65 owned by governmental entities, (ii) motor vehicles owned by military personnel residing in those
66 localities, (iii) vehicles owned by leasing or rental companies, and (iv) motor vehicles owned or leased
67 by employees of the federal government and operated on a federal installation.
68 The provisions of this subsection shall be effective January 1, 1996, or on such later date as may be
69 provided by regulations of the Board. However, the provisions of this subsection may become effective
70 immediately provided that (a) the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, pursuant to the federal Clean
71 Air Act, formally and in writing approves the program for such localities; (b) the Governor determines
72 in writing that expedited promulgation of such regulations is in the best interest of the Commonwealth,
73 determining that such shall constitute an "emergency situation" pursuant to § 2.2-4011; and (c) the
74 Governor authorizes the Board to promulgate the regulations as emergency regulations in accordance
75 with this section.
76 D. Any emissions inspection program regulations in effect at the time amendments to this section
77 become effective shall remain in effect until the Board promulgates new regulations or amends or
78 repeals existing regulations in accordance with this section.


